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SEDUCTION, 



NO V E L. 



Mifs HenUyy to Lady Wilm&t. 

SO your Lady ftiip fct off for Cole- 
brook, without faying one word, 
good, bad, or indifferent. However, 
I will excufe you, as I found, by^ 
calling at ycfur houfe in town, that 
70U dp not propofe flaying but a few 
. Vol. IJ B^ days. 
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days. I have been on the fidgets till 

I could inform you Ihave fcen this 

amiable Mifs Revel, your brother's 

flame. The fecrec is out now, but 

I did not chufa to be the firft to 

mention it. I dare fay I was thought 

rude for flaring at her fo much at 

Lady Mary Nevil's, but as I had 

heard a good deal, I could not fup- 

prefs my curiofity. She is really 

a moft beautiful piece of wa:c work, 

for in that light I looked at her. As 

to her voice, it is fo low and gentle, 

I could fcarcely hear it. I find, by 

Lady Mary, that (he is going to ftay 

with Mifs Stat)lcy, who fet out for. 

her feat yefterday. It is very well 

they did, for was flie to appear in 

public, the bcaus would be fcarccr 

than they arc^ or at Icaft not one 

left 
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left out of her train to fay a civil 
^ing to fuch plain girls as mylelf. 
Do, dear Lady WilnK>t, return as 
feon as poffible. All the world are 
out of town. Lady Mary accompa- 
nies her nephew to his feat. It feems 
he lives within a few miles of Mifs 
Stanley. 1 fuppofe Wilmot will fol- 
low his angelic fair one ; it will be 
too mtich to expe£t to obtain a fight 
of him, now (he is gone. Heigh ho, 
I fhall begin foon to defpair, with- 
out fomebody takes pity on your^ 
friend. Let me fee, have I no 
chance ? I think I heard Sir Charles 
fay he intended to give Captain 
Southwell an invitation, and I have 
beard your b|;other fpcak very fa- 
vourably of him ; fo I charge your 
Ladyihip to give me notice when 
B % you 
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you expefl him, and I fhall fly on 
the wings of love ; or rather with 
the banner of hope, to attack the 
Captain. Without -any kind of 
joke, I intreat you to return from 
that gloomy place, and I fhall be 
happy at all times to convince you 
how much I ^m your Ladyihip's 



Obliged and affcftionatc 



Arabklla Henlet. 



' ; 'LET- 



tlDUCtlON. 



LETTER n. 



JSfs Rsvih io Mrs. Rivtl 



BLAi)OK-HAtL| 



Dear MdJam^ 



AFTER almofl: two days travel- 
ling through very bad roads^ 
we arrivcdat our journey's end laft 
night. Mrs. Jenkins, the gentle* 
woman who Mifs Stanley permitted 
to refide in the. houfe, was at the 
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gate, to welcoaie her home, and I 
think Harriot will be viery happy in 
having fo refpdftable a woman for 
her houfe-kceper, for I underftand 
Ihe purpofes placing her in that 
fituacion, 

But, my dear niama, I muft now 
try to exprefs to you the goodnefs 
of that dear girl. After a .moft cie- 
g2Lnt little fupper, I was condufted 
to my apartment, which is adjoin* 
ing to Mifs Stanley's i how elegant 
and genteel did it appear (particu- 
larly the dreflfmg room) compared 
to the fimplicity of our little habita- 
tion. We both of us wanted rcft^ 
and after having embraced each 
other, and wiihed a good night, we 
parted, and I retired to my clofet^ 

where 
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ijrherc my things had been ordered 
to be laid •, but judge of my alio- 
niihmcnt, when I law, clofe to my 
liitle bed, a large trunk, direfted 
for me ; the lid was half open, which 
on my lifting quite^ up, I faw apiece 
of paper, written by Harriot, with 
theft words: ** Accept, my dear 
Ifmena, the trifles this trunk cba* 
tains." With impatience I began 
to examine the contents, and found 
^ half a dozen genteel and cxpenfivc 
drelTes, fit to appear in any where ; 
the fame number for mornings, con* 
'filling of chintz, dimity, andmuflini 
and what ftill more aftoniOies me, a 
purfe containing fifty guineas, with 
as much in Bank notes. I^was for 
fome time loft in gratitude and 
amazement, and in my prayers, 
B 4 thanked 



thanked the Giver of all Goodlners, 
for having beftowed on me fuch a 
friend. In the morning» as foon as 
day Tight appeared, I arofe, and 
amufed myfelf by looking over a ' 
beautiful lawn that is before th« 
houfe, and admiring the variety of 
fine birds that were warbling their 
fweet notes from one flirub to ano- 
ther, and welcoming the return of 
day. 

As foon 9fi I heard Mifs Stanley 
fifing, I immediately ran to her, 
and falling on her neck, which I 
whetted with my tears, thanked her 
as well as my full heart would per- 
mit me. 

*« It is not worth thanks, my dear 
Ifmcna (cried that generous friend) 

I know 



I know, added fhe, the retired life 
you led at home, required no fuper- 
iluities; but in this place we may 
ice many people, therefore my dear 
girl ought to appear like herfelf. I 
am convinced, continued (he, fmik- 
ing, that Mr. Wiltjiot has favour*^ 
able intentions towards you, there- 
fore if It istnot your own fault, you 
will have every thing ac command^ 
and when you marry, thcfe triflc$ 

will do for your woman.*' < 

* • * . " «■ 

" Oh never will I part from them 
(returned I) but if ever I (hould 
change my. name, I will be married 
in one of thofc drefles. The houfe- 
keepcr coming in, broke the moft 
grateful chain of ideas that ever was 
formed^ and put an end to the con- 
B 5 \erfatiQQ» 
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verfation. And oow, my dear ma- 
dam, I (hall conclude^ informing 
jj^ou that I have inclofed the notes, 
vrhich I am fenfible will be fcrvice* 
able to you at this time, as I remem** 
ber when I parted from you, thac 
money was rather fhort. I am there* 
fore happy in tranfmitting it, as weU 
as in afiuring you that I amy with 
tcndernefs and truth. 



Your dutiful' and afie£tiottate» 



huEtfA Rit£l; 



LET* 



ttDUCTIOir* It 



LETTER III. 



C^A Southwelh t6 Augujtus Wil- 
mpii Efq. 



Dear Witm$U 

I Have been in town three or four 
days, and twice have I called 
at your houfe, but you are never at 
home. Where the devil do you 
hide yourfelf ? I enquired of Sir 
Charles, with whom I dined yeftcr- 
day, but he could ^vc me no infor- 
B 6 mation 
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mation of you. I fell in, however, 

with the girl you jirffl^ with me 

about, and after your witt^defcrip- 

tionofher, you would lac^h if I 

was really to fall in love with hen 

You know you propheficd as*much, 

and faith I believe I am caught by 

her brifk black eyes at laft. A%to 

beauty, we mud not fay much about 

it, but what to me is more capti* 

vating, is her fprightlinefs. Egad 

I ihould like a wife that could 

entertain me when I ^ame home, 

with wit and good humour ; there 

is variety in a temper like hers, 

that pleafes me better than a hand- 

fome face ; for fome girls think 

themfclves little Divinities, and a 

man t6 be paying them conftant ado- • 

ratioa. Give me .a his like Mils 

Hcale|^ 
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Henley, who, if I can pcrfuadc td 
join hands with me, I do not caro 
how foon I tack aboui ; and inftead 
of failing fof the Hail, drop anchor 
in the port of Matrimony. As to 
you, I think you have done very 
well, your little frigate Sophia, 
would have ftruck, if you had not 
held out falfe colours -, now I fancy 
you ^e fafe enough, and you have 
nothing to do but to crowd all the 
fail you can after Ifmena ; and let 
me tell you, if you do not make 
hafte, my little tight bottomed veflel 
will be launched before yours is on 
flocks. A word or two more, and 
then I have done ; Sir Charles looks 
a good (jleal like foul weather ; juft 
as heavy and gloomy as I have feen 
the clouds before a ftorm cqmes^on, 

but 
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but no matter, fortune has given yon 
the advantage over bioi, and he, like 
a poor inie£t, may try to bitei though 
too infignificant to hurt* I am^ 
dear fir. 



Your fincerc friend. 



And humble lervant; 



Edward SovTHwsti; 



/ V JL E Tr 



f I 
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LETTER IV. 



Sir CharUi Wtlmof^ H Hmry W§rz 
thy, Efq. 



Dear Harry, 

MY thoughts are all confufion^ 
although I ufe my utmoft en- 
endeavoufs to conquer my paffion 
for this girl, the dear Ifmena Revel, 
whp I fuppofe will foon be my 
fifter. Happy Auguftus, thou haft 
ever been a lucky fellow^ and Ifme- 

na's 
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na's hand will Toon compleat thy 
happinefs. I fhali then bid adieu 
to old England for a year pr two, 
and fee what change time and ab- 
fence may make in me, Lady 
Wilmot has often wiftied to fee 
France ; now (he fhall be indulged 
in her wi(h» but from far diflferent 
motives than what Ihe may fuppofe^ 
do I take her. By all that is good, 
had I been finglc, if is not Auguftus^ 
nor all the brothers in the univerfe, 
that ihould have robbed'itfe oFMifs 
Revel ; fbe is a ^rise they muft 
have fought bard for, before they 
ihould have got h^r ; but circunv* 
ftanced as I am, I n^uft fubmic to' 
my hard fate, and repeat wkh Louifa^ 

or all aSfflidions taoght n Lover yet,' 
!Tis Jbe the lurdeft Sdeace ^forg^u 

Ifup: 
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I fuppofc your aunt is now with 
you at your villa, I hear it is very 
near Mifs Stanley's, where I find 
Mils Revel is on a vifit. You muft 
*now give over all thoughts of feeing 
me. Augullus, no doubt, will em- 
brace the opportunity, as the at- 
traftion wi)l be fo great ; but I can* 
not be witnefs to hi§ happinefs, the 
very thought wrings the heart of 



Your unhappy 



C WiLMOT, 



\ 



LET- 
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LETTER V. 



Mrs. Revel to Mifs Revel. 



Mf dear Ifmena^ 

T^O fond mother could ever re* 
■**V ccive more picafure than I 
did, when from the receipt of my 
dear girl's letter^ I found fhe was 
well and blefled with fo good a 
friend, for furely v^ith truch that 
title belongs to Mifs Stanley. How 
unlike the behaviour one fees in the 
generality of people I The name of 

friend- 



SBDUCTIOH. 19 

£riend(hip is proftituced by half the 
world ; his, or her friend» . is a 
common expreflion, when at the 
fame time they are ftrangers to fo 
refined a feeling ; with perfons of 
that clafs it generally begins with 
a violent intimacy from firfl: fight, 
and an eager defire to join in par- 
ties of diflipation, ever ready to 
bring and carry tales ofdefFamacion, 
publifhing private diftreifcs, of 
fuch and fuch a one, and with z 
flirug pity the poor creatures. 

Too many fuch charaders, my 
dear child, have I known, there- 
fore, ever fet a proper value on the 
friendlhip pf Mifs Stanley, and 
prize it as one of your richeft 
treafurcs. My deareft girl, will, I 

hopc^ 
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hope, be pleafed that I (end this 
letter , by Mr. Wilmot, who has 
waited on inc to make the moft ho- ^ 
nourable and generotis propofalsy 
which a point of honour prcvcnied 
him from doing fooner. He is 
coming on a viGt to a friend in 
your neighbourhood, and purpofes 
^waiting on you ^t Mifs Stanley*s. 
He was very fulicitous for me to 
accompany him down, in hopes to 
fcring matters to a more fpeedy con* 
clufion. I informed him it was my 
intention to go in a few weeks, 
and gave hinri full power, dufing 
that interval, to plead his own 
caufe, which he feemed very impa- 
tient to do, and begged I would 
let him be fo happy to carry a let- 
ter as an introdudion, and more 

J)ar- 
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particularly if I would compleat the 
obligation, by being his advocate. 
I flatter myfelf, dear Ifmena, that 
your ineereft and inclination united 
will make my perfwafions needlefs* 
As far as our judgment will allow 
us to form opinions of happinefs, ' I 
think I may pronounce that this 
could not be exceeded by your 
mod fanguine wiflies ^ conftquentiy 
nothing could be produdive of 
greater pleafure to, my Dear child, . 



Your affe&iontte.Mother, 



Sophia R^vel. 
L E T. 
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LETTER VL 



Mifs Henley^ to Lady Mary ReveL 



AS your Ladyfliip did me the 
honour to exprefs a delire to 
hear from me during your ftay in 
the country, it is with pleafure I 
take my pen, and hope Lady Mary's 
health has found benefit from the 
change^of air ; your friends in town 
may then indulge the pleafing ex- 
pedation of feeing you again ibon. 
I really bng to fee your Lady&ip. 

I have 
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I have fo capital a piece of inteirN . 
gence to give you, I pofitively muft 
furprife you, by telling that a certain 
young perfon, named Bell Henley, 
who has been long afraid of being 
on the lift of old maids, has at laft: 
dope fome mifchief with her eyes ; 
which, poor girl, was all (he had to 
truft to. Their brightnels has van- 
quifhed and fubdued a rough I aft 
India Captain, infbmuch as to render 
hioi incapable of ^any other fcrvice 
than that of bondage for life, ^ith 
your humble fervant. There is for 
you. Lady Mary, What do you 
fay now, of my exploits ? But to 
befcrious, if poflible, I may really 
congratulate mylelf on having made 
an imprefEon on the heart of Capt. 
Southwell, as he is a very worthy 

man. 
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man, and one who I think T may b^ 
h^py with, as he has got fufficienC 
to live upon without going any 
more to fea, and offers a fettlemenc 
far beyond what I could have* any 
r^afon to exped. Sir Charles and 
Lady Wilaiot, are great advocates 
for him, and that faucy Baronet 
fays I could hardly exped to do fa 
well, with that little turning up 
hofc of mine. — So much for the 
chapter of nofcs» fay I ; nothing can 
be added after that, but afiUrances 
that I am, dear snadam. 

Your Ladyfhip*s obliged 

Friend and Servant, 

A. Hbnlev^ 
L E T^ 
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LETTER VII. 



Augujius JVilmot, Efq. to CaptiUn 
SouthwdU 



Dear SoutbweU^ 

THINGS go on fo favourably, 
that all will, I hope, concui; 
to make your friend the happieft 
man living. I have been here, at 
the feat of Mr. Worthy, for fome 
days paily npr fhall I be in a hurry 
to decamp. He entertains me like a 
Vol, II C Pnncc. 
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Prince ; and here is with us a very 
agreeable lady, his aunt, wha obli- 
ges me inceflantly, by fpeaking in 
raputres of my Ifmena -, every;, day I 
fee and converfe with that kngelic 
girl, who is not infenfible to her 
adoring lover. Her friend Mifs 
Stanley, ia a charming woman^ apd 
as (he perforngis incomparably well 
on the harpfichord, has undertook 
to teach Mifs Revel to play ; yet has 
Ihe refigned that pleafing employ- 
ment to me, faying her friend would 
make a greater pr^f5x:iency under my. 
tuition than hers. I think I am 
almoft as capable as any, body, of 
giving her infliruftions, and I am. 
very fure no one can be to willing, or 
have fo much pleafure in doing it. I^ 
api pleafcd to l^e^ you are caught, at 
' laflr. 
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l^ft. You fee I had fbme judgmeac 
in finding out what you Would Kke> 
and I think you bave>(hewn*y6w. 
fenfe in, nof llifitf iog afny thing ludi- 
crous, that I faid^ to ftep in the way 
ofyouFhappinefs^ k cornea to the 
(hare of very ^w indeed, to bebleil 
with fuch a girl as Ifmena ; therefore 
you may confider yourfelf as happy 
as the common run of mortals ; and 
fo I fincerely wilh you. As to Sir 
Charles, I haveriK^ alarms of his 
trying to do me an injury ; it is not 
in his, or any man's power, but I 
believe he and Lady Wilmot are 
botb difeppointed rn. the pecuniary 
' vvay ; they foolifhly flattered them- 
felves I (hould never marry; but that 
will not prevent nie from doing fome- 
thing foi- the children, who would 
' C 2 other- 
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otherwife W but very indifferently 
provided fon Lady Mary Nevil 
has juft begged me to accompany 
her to Mifs Stanley's; no propofition 
could be more agreeable to my incli- 
nations, as I fhall behold ITmena, 
the objeA of all my wiflies. So 
farewell. 



Tour's, &c.' 



Augustus Wxlmot: 



L E T^ 
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LETTER VIIL 



M/i Revel^ to Mrs. Revet. 



Dear Madam^ 

WITH the grcateft plcafure I 
received my ever dear Ma- 
ma's letter, and wifli it had fuited 
you to have accompanyed Mr. Wil- 
mot. I am certain you mufl find 
the time pafs heavily without your 
Ifmena, It is that refleftion that 
makes me not fo happy as I fhould 
C 3 be 
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be in this place, where my friend, 
and every one about her, make it 
their ftudy to plcafe me. 

Lady Mary has bech freq\iently 
here. I like her much ; there is a 
mildnefs in her temper that is plead- 
ing. Yefterday they all dined here, 
that is, her Lady/hip, her neph6w, 
Mr. Worthy, and my amiable Wil- 
mot. What fhall I fay upon the 
iinexpcded, unmerited, preference 
fte is pleafed to give your Ifmena ? 
Indeed my intereft and inclination, 
^s you 6bfervc, unite, aqd the hav- 
ing your approbation, finifties the 
greatnefs of the event* They only 
meant to pay a morning vifit ; but 
Harriot faid it would be charity to 
* keep herfelf and friend in counte* • 

W.n3,ncet 



SEDUCTION; 3 J 

tenance, by flaying to partake of a 
haunch of venifon, reminding La- 
dy Mary, it was a thing (he ufed 
to be fdrtd of. As to Mr, Wilmot, 
iddcd fhe, he will not require twice 
afking, as there is a much greater ^ 
itiducemfent with him, tapping me 
on the check at the fame time, 
*^nd Mr, Worthy mull do pe- 
nance to-day, by flaying with us 
women. He bowed refpeftfully, 
faying " If fuch penances were to 
be impofed, he fhould be the firft 
to tranfgrefs," and gave Harriot a 
very expreffive look, 1 thought, up- 
on the occafion. He is a very fenfi- 
ble, entertaining man, I fuppofe 
about eight and thirty. In fuch 
company we paflcd (you itiay ima- 
gine) an uncommonly agreeable 
C 4 day ! 
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day! Lady Mary has heard from 
Mifs Henley, who is very fuddenly 
to be married to Captain Southwell, 
in whofe Ihip Mr. Wilmot came 
from Bengal. Mifs Henley is ex- 
tremely intimate with Lady Wil- 
mot, which accounts for her curi- 
cfuy in daring at me ; though T 
did not know at that time, (he had 
ever heard of me. I told Auguftus, 
I did not entirely admire his friend's 
tafte, but he affures me (he is a very 
amiable girl, though not one of 
his favourites. He is continually 
teazing me about his approaching 
happinefs, and fays you promifed 
it fliould be concluded at ygur ar- 
rival. I tell him not to be too 
fure of any thing-,, then Harriot 
call* me a little coquet, and 

Worthy 
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Worthy fays, he muft give mc 
away. 

** Have you not obfcryed Mift 
Revel (added he) how attentively 
I fometimes look at you ? but you 
call to my mind a family I ^2ls 
once well acquainted with (though 
many years are elapfed) fo ftrong 
a refemblance do you'' bear to 
them-" 

I made very little reply, and yet 
I was not without my conjectures ; 
for if I do not miftake, I have 
heard you mention this gentleman's 
nan^» 

Mili Stanley is fo obh'gingto lay, 

file looks for your coming with 

C 5 great 
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great impatience^ as your prefence 
M^ill make us all happy. I am con-^ 
vinced it will, though the propor- 
tion will be much in favour of 



Youi^dutiful and affeftipnate. 



J. Rsvel; 



LET. 
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LETTER IX. 



Henry Worthy^ Efq. to Sir Charles 
Wilmot. 



Dear Charles, 

T AY aCdc all gloomy refleftions, 
"*^ and think no more of the paft. 
Your brother is on a vifit to mc; 
take then the opportunity of com* 
ing, and being introduced to the 
ladies at Bladon-Hall •, one, as your 
C 6 intended 
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intended filler, the other as fine a 
woman as ever I faw. 

Wilmot, I am fure, wifties you 
well, and it is your intereft to keep 
on good terms with him, you fliould 
therefore get the better of thoughts 
that difturb your own peace and 
felicity. Your fcheme of going'! to 
France is ridiculous ; what the de- 
vil fliould you banifti youfelf for ? 
I am fure you will not retrieve your* 
fortune by it ; and as to your wifli 
to avoid feeing Mifs Revel, it is 
mereftofF. Do you, orLady Wil» 
mot write her a letter of congratu- 
lation on the profpedl of her being 
your relation, defiring to be intro- 
duced as foon as pofiible ; and thea 
live amicably together. ^Mrs. Revel 

ia 
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IS fooa expeded at Mifs Stanley's. 
That young lady is really an orna- 
ment to her fex; (he is. adored 
throughout the place, for conftantly 
feeking opportunities to do good : 
how many diftreflcd families have 
been made happy trom her alfiftance? 

To-morrow Lady Mary expefts 
both her and Mifs Revel, with a 
few other friends ; I wilh you was 
to be of the party.' 

I had a letter from Bath kft 
week, but was not much furpriied 
to hear that your old hopeful ac- 
quaintance, Capt. Pinfoldy was mar- 
ried to Lady Stanley, the mother- 
in-law of the amiable girl I have 
been fpcakmg of ^ yet no corre- 

Ipondcace 



2% SEDtrCTIOK. 

Ipondence has been kept up between 
them fince the death of Lord Stan- 
ley : but it is no wonder that cha* 
rafters fo oppofite Ihould difagrce. 



Dear Charges, your's. 



H. WoRTHy. 



1-E T- 
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LETT E R X. 



Captain Southwell to Augufius WiU 
tncS^ Efg. 



Dear Wilmot^ 

'AS I am always happy to fet a 
•**■ good example, I thought I 
could not do it too foon, therefore 
yefterday was repeated the words: 
** I take thee, Edward," and I as 
heartily faidt f^ l take thee, Ara- 
bella,'! 
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bella," and.fo on, till, oh bicfs 
us ! we were tacked together. Sir 
Charles and his lady were witncfs* 
to the mifchief. You fee I <Jo things 
ofE hand 5 there is nothing like \t. 
I never was one of your deliberate 
fellows, who weigh this that and 
t'other circumftance before tbey 
enter on an engagenficnt ; no, faith, 
that is not my cafe, inclination bears 
the fway with your friend Ned, 
who is now happy with the ^rl of 
his heart. 

We are at prelcnt io a houfe I 

have juft taken, in Hanover-Squarc,: 

where I (hall be happy to fee you,^ 

and where you will find me as 

much fettled as if I had confidered 

about it as long as you have. 

Remember 
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Remember you have veered about 
once, fo you had better not delay 
it much longer, or I (hall have 
you (hifting again. Be fteady» boy, 
fteady^ is the advice of 



Your Friend, 



Edward South V£ll* 



LET- 
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L E t T E H XL 



Lady WilmoU to Auguftus TTil- 



Dear Brother ^ 

I Am in the dtfepeft afflidkion, and 
wifh to fee you as foon as poffi- 
ble, which I flatter myfelf you will 
pot hefitate to do, when you hear 
that Sir Charles now lies dangeroufly 
^» Dr. Letfome attends him, and 

thinb 



thinks at prcfcnt, there is vci^ little 
hopes of his recovery, 

.Oh Heaven, forlM the thought! 
and avert all danger ; for, alas, no 
pen- can defcribe the forrowthat my 
heart now feels. It even afFe6ts the 
two lit'tle innocent dears, who at- 
tempt to wipe the falling tears from 
my eyes, and as well as they can 
articulate, afk if papa is angry with 
me. 

. Haflen then, Mr. Wilmot, to 
your Brother, I intreat you«; your 
prefence, I hope, will be fonie re- 
lief to him, as he often enquires for 
you with apparent uneafinefs.x I de- 
fire my compliments may be made 
acceptable to Mifs Revel, though at 

prefcnt 
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prefent not perfonally known to 
mc) but I hope it will be foofi 
that I fliall have that pleafure. I 
am, dear btother^ 



Your'sy affedionately^ 



Emily Wilmot^ 



LET^ 
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LETTER XII. 



Mifs Rsvely to Mrs. Revel. 



Dear Madam^ 

Ti^R. Wilmothasjuftfctofffor- 
-^■*" town with great fpccd, in 
his chariot and four^ having lately 
received advice from Lady Wilmot, 
that^ir Charles's life is defpaired of. 
In human life, how fleet ^nd tran- 
lient^ is our happinefs> and what 

havock 
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havock does time make with us 
poor mortals ; to-day we appoint 
to do this thing ; to-morrow we lay 
fchemes for the deftrudkion. of a fel- 
low-creature, and in the midft of 
all, that power on whom the greateft 
muft depend, finks down our tot- 
tering pleafures to thiq gcound« 

So is ii with Sir Charles, whofc 
pains now fadden all thoie pleafures 
he once fo rapidly purfuqd.. ^i? wifrk- 
cd fports, with their ^elufive charms, 
fball quickly be^wilbdrawo, fo;- tbp 
pal&aim^of dea^^i akeady i& firetch* 
^d forth; the> unrelenting tyrant 
ftares^ bim in the face, and who caa 
iay whoi^ lot it will be next. I can 
ontywiA, and that J damoib ar- 



dcntly, that, a life fo pi(€<;ious a3 
th« pf wy de^r parent, may be 
long prefervetj.. I Ihall e^jpy more 
happinefs in that hope, than in all 
the vain tranfitory pleafure th^tmay 
await mc. 

Mr. Worthy is this moment 
come in. He fays he promifed 
Wilmot to give a look at me now 
an4 then^ but I can fee bis chearful- 
ncft is aflumed; the news of Sir 
Charles's illnefs has fpread a fadnefs 
over his countenance. 

He meant to perfuadc Harriot 
to order the carnage, and ipend 
the day with his aunt, but I have 
propofed walking, it being fo very 
fine a day. The point is then 

given 
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given up to me. My hat and 
cloak are brought, I mud there* 
fore bid you farewell. 



And am. 



Affcdtionately your's. 



ISMZNA R£V£L. 



LET- 
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LETTER XUI. 



Prcm the fame to the fame. 



AS I am fenfible, my dear 
madam, you will not thintc 
I write too often, I fhall.but do 
myfelf juftice to aflure you, that 
there is nd pleafure I take, equal to 
that of affording you any little 
'amufement, from occurrences that 
may happen, which though they 
have nothing in them remarkable, 
may entertain a dull. half hour. I 
VolJI. D told 
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told you in my laft, we purpoied 
walking to I^dy Mary's, but my 
dear Harriot, who was almoftover- 
(fome with fatigue, declared I fhould 
never carry the vote for walking 
any more. Mr. Worthy did all 
he could to ihorten the way, and 
conduced us over ditches, hedges, 
and ftilcs. She accepted of his arni^ 
but ftill finding her drag with 
heavy ftcps and flow, he prevailed 
On her to reft in a labourer's neat 
cottage, that Teemed as if fomc 
friendly hand had placed it there for 
our reception. 

Three little playful innocents were 
near the door^ and upoft feeing us, 
raft immediately to give notice rf 
our approach. We entered Without 

invitation. 
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invitation) into a nice fanded room, 
where tlie (helves gliftened with tlie 
well wa(hcd plates. A clean, moaeft- 
looking young woman was fitting 
knitting, with the hour-glafs by* 
her, on the table. Mr. Worthy , 
took it in his hand, and contem- 
plating the grains which rolled fuc- 
ceflivcly over cac^ other, cried, in 
a pathctick tone, 

^^jMjnkfL the minutes, which Mxt Bill 

"^H^ike grains of fand, from fuelling 
'<. ocean's fide." 

Then addrcfling himfclf to the girl, 
** What turn of mind docs the 
running of this glafs produce in 
you. Child, faidhc?" •« I always 
mind to turn it faid (he i" « and an 
D 2 excellent 
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excellent turn you do give it, he 
replycd." " But how Jmuch, my 
dear, can you do of your docking, 
betwixt the turnings ?" •* I can do 
the biggeft part. Sir, faid flic." 
•' And which is the biggeft part ? 
(cried Worthy, putting his hand 
into the ftocking) I fliall then know 
the fizc of your leg.'* The poor 
girl coloured likefcarlet, and twitch- 
ed the ftocking out of his hand. 
*' I fee you do*nt like I fliould 
know the fize of your ftocking^ 
but do you think you ^could guefs 
at the fize of mine (continued he) 
if you can, you may knit me a pair, 
and here is fomething (giving her 
half»a-guinea) to buy lome yarn/* 
The poor thing courtfied, and fmil- 
ing, laid •• flic would begin a pair 

diredtly 
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dire6lly, and if they did not fit, 
Ihe would do another/' Each of 
lis then gave the little dears a piece 
of money, and we proceeded on our 
way; but Mifs Stanley looked 
rather grave at Mr. Worthy, telling 
him, (he admired the fimplicity of 
the girl, and that it was a pity to 
attempt [to deftroy it. I thought, 
faid Ibe, 

** Her TAodeft looks the cottage did adorn, 
^ Sweet as the primrofe peeps benath the 
" thorn.'* 

I am fure there was not a fpark of 
jealoufy in the matter, and that 
Harriot was not afraid Mr. Worthy 
might go again to the' cottage, to 
fee after his ftockings. 

Lady Mary feeing us enter, with* 
' D 3 out 
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out a carriage, and Harriot loofe-r 
ing rather unwell, was Ibmcwhai 
alarnned, and enquired if any thing 
was the matter. ** Only (exclaimed 
Mifs Stanley) that I am half killed 
with fatigue-, that dear girl pre- 
vailed on me to walkj I wonder 
her little delicate feet can bear it, I 
told her I had been accuftomed to 
^t, and that ufe made moft things 
cafy. 

After dinner Lady Mary had a' 
vifit from a neighbour^ whofe youth* 
ful and airy appearance, had not I 
feen her face, I fliould have midook 
for fomc blooming girl. The cere- 
mony of introdudtion being over» 
with your La3y(hip, inceffantly re- 
peateda, the muilin drefs was then 



^ut in order, not forgetting her 
neck, which had only a thin lace 
handkerchief, but, from the hand 
of time called for a thicker covers 
ing. Every thing being at laft ad- 
jured, Mrs. Harding (for that was 
her name) began to inform us of* 
'this, that, and the other, till we 
had the hiftory of every family 
for many miles round the country, 
but cards being propo&d, put aa 
end tQ her vplubility, and after 
playing a pool or two, flie obliged 
us by taking her leave, I am furc 
you will think it neceffary that I 
Ihould obferve a hint, for my letter 
has been very tedious, I am, there- 
fore, dear Madam, 
With duty and affcdion, your's, 
D 4 J. Revel. 

LET. 
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LETTER XIV. 



Mrs. Rivel to Mfs Revel. 



Mf dear Ifmena^ 

T Write this from Mr. Tradcwd's, 
"** where I have been near a week« 
and as the bufinefs that brought me 
to town was too uncertain for me to 
fix any time for my return, I left 
orders at home to forward my letters 
here; I have therefore received 
yours, wherein you mention Sir 

Charles's 
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Charleses tUnefs, but I had heard it 
before 5 for I accidentally met Mr, 
Wilmot the day after his arrival in 
town. He was then going to his 
brother, who he had not left above 
h^lf an hour, and expe&cd every 
minute his diffolution. The pooi: 
fellow looHed half dead himfelf, with 
fatigue. I promifed to acquaint hirh 
when I leave London, but I pre- 
fume he will write to you before 
that time. 

I was greatly furprifed to hear the 
name of Mr. Worthy. Yes, my 
dear Ifmena, I know him, and well 
he knew your father ; but let things 
reft as they are j it is better to be 
filent till we meet. It has^ kow- 
cvcr^ recalled to my dejcAcd mind, 
D 5 circum* 
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circumftances which I hstdcttdca^ 
youred ta forget in my prcfeot re- 
treat* 

I was in hopes^ after all my 
affliftions (of which I have hod, pcr^ 
kaps, more than my (hare) to have 
lived unknown ; but circumftanced 
as thills now are^ it is impodl* 
felc. 

My ftay here will be hnot a day 
or two longer, as my bufinefs is juft 
finilhed. It was a bill that a perfon 
on whom it was drawn refufcd, but 
the difficulty is cleared, and it will 
be now proper!^ adjufted. I (hall 
then have the pleafurc of returning 
IQ my humble happintfs, a fwcct 
D 5 W 



air, where I can take my penfive 
folicary walk, and admire the wonder* 
ful works of Providence. 

Thus, my dear Ifmena, would I 
wifh to fpend the remainder of my 
days, for 

Nature, a mother, kind alike to all. 
Still grants heri>Hfs, at labour's carneft 
call. 

I /hall conclude, with4e6ring my 
afFedionate coaiplitnents to , your 
friend, who I hope iopn .to embrace 
and thank for aU her kindnefs to my 
dear Ifmena, which is the fureft way 
to the heart of her and 

Yjout aif&diociatc 

D 6 LET- 



to sEDucTiam, 



LETTER XV. 



Auguftus Wilmoty Ef^. to Mifi 
ReveL 



My d(ar Mifs Revel ^ 

rx^HIS is the only compofed mi- 
-*• nutc your Aqguftus has en- 
joyed fince he was , called from his 
dear Ifmena. The melancholy fcenc 
is clofed, and the once gay Sir 
Charles is no more. Oh Death t 
how Ibocking muft thy fummons be 
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to ihofe who only look foward to a 
feries of uninterrupted pleafures. 
yoor Sir Charles ciould have had but 
very little hopes, if he had been fcn* 
fible of his fituaiion, for it is fup- 
pQfed he had broke a blood veflel. 
Yet did he flatter himfclf to the laft 
moment, and feemcd entirely u»^ 
finilhed for the world to come. 

He had fomething to communr- 
cate ; he uttered fomc words, but in 
^ tone fo very feeble, they were loft. 
How pathetic was the laft glance he 
then caft on your Auguftus. 

•* But fee, the well plumed hearfc 
comes nodding on, ftately and flow, 
and properly attended by the whole 
fable tribe, th^t painful watch the 

nek 
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fick man's door, and live upon the 
dead, by letting out their perfoos by 
the hour, to mimic forrow when the 
heart's not lad.'* You will excufe 
me, dear madam, for this dull re^ 
cttal of the melancholy fcene I am 
witnefs to, which is heighced by the 
diftrefs of Lady Wilmot, who is in^ 
confolable for her k>fs ; but time, 
the only remedy in thefe cafes, will 
do more than any coniblation that 
cap be offered to her at prefent. 
There is a commendable forrow io 
fuch fituatioos, that every perfon of 
refie^ioo muft approve •, but I hope 
{he will not give way to it (o far as 
to injure her health. I muft ftay 
here till I have fettled affairs^ hav* 
ing all the incumbrance on myfel^ 
but 1 ihall dil{iacGh every thing » 

fad 
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fad as polfible, and then return to» 
throw myfcif at my dear Mirs Revel's 
f^et, and claim that band (he has 
condefcended to pFomife her ever 



Faithful and affcdionate,^ 



Augustus Wilmot* 



LET: 
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LETTER XVI. 



i^j: Southwell^ to Lady Mtkry 
NeviU 



Dear Madam^ 

TTOW quick the tranfition from 
-■" -^ fcenes of happinefs to fcenes 
of woe I I little thought when 
Lady Wilmot and Sir Charles were 
witncfs to my marriage, I (hould 
io foon have occafion to confole her 
Z-ady(hip <^^ 'he lofs of her partner* 

What 
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What poor creatures wc are, here 
to-day, and gone to-morrow. I 
have but juiJ: left the diftrefled 
mourner, who has now got her 
father with her, a decent looking 
old gentleman enough, and a ftafF 
of comfort, I hope, he will be to 
her. I know it has given me the 
vapours. 

I wi(h. Lady Mary, you would 

come and fee what a domeftic wife 

I make. Do you know I intend to 

claim' the flitch of bacon i all indue 

tinie, and Southwell fays the fame, 

fo there is great encouragement for 

Wilmot. He has, indeed, fhewn 

himfelf a worthy man on the late 

melancholy occaHon. I fuppofe 

things will be concluded in the 

matrimo* 
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matrimonial way, at his return^ 
for I find Mrs. Revel is to accom* 
pany him back into the country* 
My good man feems inclined iQ 
take a trip your way, about the tim« 
of his . friend's marriage. Do not, 
then, bfe furprissed at the fight of 
Jack X^r and his lufs, if we (hould 
appear among you, for I ^m pre^ ' 
paring, and have got my filk hand- 
kerchief and deep rofe-coloured 
ribbands ready for the occafion, 
eod Worthly muft take c^re to hp 
provided with a can of flip for lo^ 
and niy mefimate, who will d^ 
honour to it by falutingyour Ladyr 
ihip, the fmack of which will re- 
ibund like a cannon ball. You fe« 
I am ft*ill the fame rattling creature^ 
but as fuxcere as ever» for I aflur^ 

you> 
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you, madam, it gives me great 
pleafure to hear that your health is 
redored ; and that it may continue^ 
is the wr(h of, dear Madam, your 
Ladylhip's [ 



Moft humble Servant, 



Mabsllh SouthwxiA*^ 



• 



LET- 
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LETTER XVIL 






Dear Sir^ 

i 

A MONG Sir Charles's papers I 
•^^ found fomc of your letters^ 
which I purpofe returning to you» 
when I have the happinefs of fee- 
ing you : they convince me you 
nuift be affefted on this melan- 
chdly occafion^ and that it was 

with 
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with the ftrifteft propriety that Sir 
Charles thought himfelf honoured 
by your friendfhip. It was evident 
the poor fellow had fomething la- 
bouring on his niind, that he wi(h- 
cd to difclofe, if that ftroke, which 
no human efforts can evade, had 
not prevented him. In his will he 
has bequeathed you his watch and 
ring, the brilliant he always wo^e, 
which I fliall bring with me as foon 
as. I can get matters a little fettled. 

Lady Wilmot is very low in fpi- 
rits; and your little godfon, now 
Sir Henry, grows a fine boy. The 
grandfather feems doatingly fond of 
him, and propofes ftaying among 
. them a few weeks, 

I ani 
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I am interrupted— a young wo* 
man dcftres to Ipcak to me— wh^t 
the devil can be it about ? 



Wellv Worthy, your friend Au- 
guftus ¥^ill have a large family to 
provide for, if I have many more 
fuch vifitors. She wj^ waiting in 
the hall, with a fine child, about 
two years old \ on my enquiring 
what her bufinefs was, (he burft 
into tears, beting (he might fpeak 
to me in private, as her bufinefs 
concerned the late Sir Charles. I 
then took her into the library, 
where, with modefty, flic informed 
me that the child I law, was Sir 
Charles's. Her own mother (flic 

lidded) 



ftdded) had been his i^aiherwoman 
vrho (he ufed to attend, to bring 
borne the clothes, and was by that 
means obftrvcd by Sir Charles, 
who tried every method to feduce 
her fronl her parents, who died 
foon after. From the birth of the 
child, (he feldom faw him ; but 
within thefe few months he had 
ceaied feeing her entirely, yet had 
conftantly fent her half-a guinea per 
week, till hq was taken ill. The 
poor thing concluded her recital 
by hoping that I' would have the 
goodnefs to let the child be taken 
c^re of, but as to herfelf fhe could 
get her living as her mother did. 

I told her, if I found the ftory 
10 be true, fhe ihould have the 

iame 
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fame weekly allowance, tiH the 
child was fit to beputtofome trade* 
then giving her a couple of guineas, 
lent her away happy. As to the 
child (which is a girl) one cannot 
have a doubt that it is not my 
brother's, as it is really the pidure 

of him. And now pray how da 

all the ladies do at the hall ? I hope 
you take care to fee my charmer 
often, nor do you, if rightly I xon- 
jcfture, negleft to vifit Mifs Stan- 
ley, her friend, for whom you feem 
to have a tendre. There is really 
a fimilitude in your fentiments and 
manners, and as they are beyond 
a doubt truely amiable, I hope you 
arc formed for each other. Adieu, 
Tour's, flncercly, 

A. WlLMOT. 

L E T- 
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LETTER XVIII. 



Mfs Rxvely to Mrs. Revel 



Dear Madam^ 

T Have juft withdrawn myfelf from 
■*■ a groupe of Mifs Stanley's vifi- 
tors }, there is one gentleman in the 
company that has made the day very 
difagreeahle to me. His fitter (a 
mere fright) is alfo here, and looks 
as if it was the firft time of het be- 
Voi. II. E ' ing 
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ing in ^ perfon of falhion's dra wfng- 
room As to Mr. Dormer, the 
brother, he is one of the greateft 
coxcombs I ever met with. — Ad- 
vancing towards me, at the lame 
time admiring his legs, and laying 
hold of my hand like a bear, cries, 
*« Mod charming ! I could not have 
thought to have feen fo fair a flower 
in thefe parts. Pray, Mifs Stanley, 
is this lady your relation ?'* Harriot 
gave him a fhort Inapping anfwer, 
but it did notcheck his impertinence, 
for the fellow drawedhis chair clofe 
to me, and throwing his arm acrofs 
the back of mine, with his feet 
ftrctched out, began whifpcring 
of his being defperately in love. 
I was abfolutely in a paffion, and 
defired him to direft his difcourfe 

to 
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to the company, and not (as he 
might think) entertain me, for his 
convcrfation was very difagreeable. 
I never wilhed for Wilmot more 
than I did at that time, and took 
the opportunity of withdrawing, 
when they fat down to cards, plead- 
ing that I had letters to write. ' 

I did intend to anfwer Auguftus's 
lettef^, but as he will fo foon be here, 
(hall favemyfelf the trouble. I hope 
you fettled every thing in town to 
yourfatisfaflion, and enjoyed your 
little retreat with more fatisfadlion 
at your return : but I Could wilh 
you would not look on things in fi> 
penfivc a way ; if you wilh me to 
enjoy happinefs, you muft partake 
of it with me. A mind like yours, 
£ t fo 
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fo well furnifhed, can always, I 
know, find fubjefts of entertain- 
ments, and you are not, my dear 
madam, come to that period of life, 
which is by many people conlidered 
troublefome, you are happily *ar* 
rived at a ilage that is both edify- 
ing and agreeable, and therefore 
the more fit for fociety. Let mc 
then reft with the hopes that you 
will again Ihine in that fphere of 
life you once was an ornament to, 
you will then greatly contribute to 
the happiaefs of, dear madam. 



Your dutiful, and afie&ionate, 
IsMENA Revel. 
LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 



Henry Worthy^ Efq. to Augujlus 
mifhot. 



^ Bear Sir, / ** , 

I Am greatly obliged M you for 
your paft favour. I believe, in- 
deed, it will be fome time before I 
can recover the Ihock of my friend's 
dearh. There is a weaknefs in our 
nature in this point, that we din 
never be reconciled to fucb events, 
E 3 though 
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though they fo frequently occur.' 
The lofs of the aged and infirm, we 
fubmit to with a decent regret, but 
ivhen, like poor Sir Charles^ our 
friends are fnatched away in their 
career of greatnefs, and in the 
prime of life, we are difmayed. I 
could better have fpared him, if he 
had been a better character, that is 
to lay, I wifli he had lived to have 
reclaimed, although he had been a 
greater lofs to fociety. I Jhould 
have been happy had thefe beauti- 
ful lines alluded m6re to bis cha* 
rafter : 

^* Death loves a (hining mark, a 
" fingle blow, which, while it ex- 
** fcutes, alarms, and (lartles thou- 
** fandsby a fingle fall.'* 

I 
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I was acquainted with all his ad- 
ventures, and am not furprized at 
the anecdote of the girl, you men- 
tioned, nor, indeed, (hould there be 
many more things of the fame kind. 
As to the ring, I ihall certainly 
wear it for his fake, but the watch 

I (hall lay by, till little Sir Henry 
is big enough to make ufe of it. 

Since you have mentioned the 
fubjedl, I mufl: be candid enough 
to confefs, that I am greatly prepof- 
fcfled in favour of Mifs Stanley, and 
did I not think there was too great 
a difparity in years, I (hould not he- 
fitatc an inftant to offer her my 
hand and fortune. I have never 
yet fubjefted myfelf to the refufal 
of any lady y my heart mull ever be 
£ 4 herst 
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hers, but I am afraid to offer it. I 
(hall confult you more fully when I 
have the happinefs to fee you. 

Should I conclude without men-» 
tioiting Mifs Revel, you would 
think yourfclf very ill ufed. She is 
perfcdllywell j and fo far I am con- 
vinced you will be happy, but how 
you will feel when I affure you, that 
you have got a very important, as 

well as importunate rival, I cannot 

• 

fo well guefs. I had better not tell 
you whether you are in any danger 
or fiot, that you may make the more 
hafte to come among. us. I belie\e 
I can venture to give you a hint not 
to make yourfclf too uneafy, for it 
• is a poor iUiterate coxcomb, that 
has had a very confined education, 
• ^nd 
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and has lately jumped into a good 
eftate, and a new chariot, which he 
is fo proud of, that he drives it inta 
every company ; infomuch, that a 
confidcriblcbct waspropofed, whe- 
ther any fubjed): could be thoughc 
of, whereon he would not contrive 
to bring infomething about his cha- 
riot. The wager was accordingly 
accepted by a gentleman, who was 
to begin any converfation he thought 
proper. He therefore chofe to re- 
mark upon the great plenty of tur- 
neps that year, adding, how re- 
markably fine they had been. To 
vhich Mr. Dormer, before any- 
body had time to fpcak, replied, 
** He faw fome very fine one?', 
t'other day, at a fhop, and he 
topped and bought them, and 
E 5 brought 
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brought them home in his Chorrvi^ 
for that is the pronounciation he ale 
ways choofes to give it. 

You will probably now judge of 
Mifs Revers fentiments concerning 
fuch a puppyy and whether he 
ilands any chance. 

Your friend Southwell^s lively 
wife has wrote word to Lady Mary, 
that they intend coming down^ and 
that Mrs. Revel is to accompany 
you, at your return % make hade 
then, for love and friendfhip await 
you. I need not fay whether any 
one is fnore impatient to fee you 
than 

Your finccre, 

Henry Wortht* 
LET- 
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LETTER XX. 



Auguftus JVilmoi^ Efq. to Mfs 
Revili 



TTTH AT not one line, my dear 
^ ^ Mifs Rcvcl^ to your long 
abfcnt Auguftus ? Do you not con- 
fider the anxiety I muft feel at being 
feparated from you, and yet you 
afford me no confolation. Ob, If-* 
mena ! you do not know bow dear 
you are to oie, or you would not have 
£ ^ ufed 
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ufed mc thiis; only three words 
would have made me happy ; I 
ihould have kept them clofe to my 
aching heart, till I beheld the objeA 
that is imprinted there ; it is now 
only two days, and I (hall with 
rapture behold you. Mrs. Revel 
will be bleft in embracing her 
charming daughter. I am to have 
the happinefs of condufling her to 
you ; after which I Ihall look for- 
ward to the happy moment when I 
(ball call you mine. I am tranfported 
at the thought. You will not, I 
hope, my dear Mifs Revel, be of- 
fended at the grcatnefs of my joy^ 
as it is what I cannot difguife. It i& 
fmcere, and didated by an honeft 
heart, whofe every wifli in future,, 
will be to make you happy. Lady 

Wilmdt 
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Wilmot defircs to be remembered 
to you. She longs to fee my Ifme- 
na, but yet how faint muft that de- 
flte be, compared to the lodging of, 
my dcareft girl. 



Your ever afFefliionate 



A. WiLMOT.. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXL 



M's. Revel^ to Mfs Revel^ 



A S I (hall now fo very (ban em- 
•^^ E)race my deareft girl, a very 
few lines will.fufBcc to tell you that 
I hope you will fee your two deareft 
and bcft friends (namely, Mr. Wil- 
mot and myfelf) tc^echer. From 
his behaviour, I have every pleafmg 
hope, both of your happinefs an4 
my own, for mine depends on 

yours«. 
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yours. You are all I love, and have 
to wilh for. I am therefore inex<» 
preffibly happy in feeing Wilniot 
feems formed to make you com- 
pletely fo. 

You confefs you was quite in a 
rage with your new lover. You 
ftiould Gonfider, my dear, that civi- 
lity is every ones due ; and if a 
perfon is difagreeable to you> he 
cannot make you marry him. The 
way then, to mortify fuch charac* 
ters, is to treat them with indiffer* 
cnce; they are rather fubjcft to 
ridicule than refcntment, and con* 
trary behaviour gives them import 
tance. The affiduity and afFe6lioD 
of fuch people, may ' fometimes oc- 
cafion us a little trouble and env- 

birrafment % 
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barrafment 5 but certainly, be the 
objedt ever fo contemptable, their 
preference is a compliment, and we 
therefore ought to treat them with 
good manners. 

As to the fitter, I really pity her, 
I have known girls of merit, who 
ihine in private companies, and yet 
fi"om not being early introduced ta 
the polite world, are terrified and 
dalhed when they appear in a gen- 
teel circle, fur want of the graces 
that attend a drawing room. 

1 had much rather have heard 
that you had given her your coun- 
tenance and proteftion, than that 
you had turned from her with con- 
tempt. It has often pained me to 

fee 
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fee fuch people made the jeft of the 
company, and to hear a coxcomb 
exclaim with a loud laugh, who is 
it ? Somebody that nobody knows j 
what an odd looking figure. 

There is fomctbing to mc very 
arbitrary in fuch behaviour-, juft as 
if thofe only of our own fcx had a 
right to partake of amufements, and 
that you were to be prohibited, be- 
caufe you did not appear as con- 
itantly as the candled were lighted 
up. 

Thcfe remarks, my dear, that 
experience has enabled mc to make, 
will, I hope, be ferviceable to you 
in future ; and though I am the 
only one that points ouii thefe things 

to 
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any thing to damp that charming; 
flow of fpirits, which is both enter- 
taining to your friends, and con* 
ducive to your own happincfs. The 
vifit which you and Captain South- 
well promiie us, will be received 
with the higheft pleafure. 

Mr, Wilmot and Mrs. Revel are 
arrived a day fooner than we ex- 
pedledw I was at Mifs Stanley's, 
where my two young friends and 
myfclf were fitting at the window, 
upon the look out for my nephew, 
whofe carriage we thought was 
c(.ming up the avenue ; but we foon 
perceived our miftake. It was Mr, 
Wihiioc, with fix horfes at his cha- 
riot ; they almoft tore the ground up 
under their feet. How defer ving 

pity 
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pity arc the poor horfes of an im- 
patient lover ? 

• Mifs Revel jumped up, crying it 
is my dear mama, and down (lairs 
(he flew to meet her. Harriot pro- 
ceeded to receive them, and foon 
returned, followed by Wilmot and 
Mrs. Revel, who held her daughter 
by the hand. She returned ourfirft 
compliments with the greateft affa- 
bility and politene(s. I think her 
a pleaAng figure. She is not more 
than forty, and I dare fay has been 
an elegant beauuful woman. 

As to Wilmot, he looks, if pofli- 
ble, handfomer in his mourning 
than ever, though it might be owe- 
ing to the heart-felt fatisfadion of 

feeing 
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feeing his dear Ifmena, who he 
really feems to adore j for he pays 
no attention to any thing, or any- 
body, when fhe i^ prefent; and the 
fweet girl's heart feems divided be- 
tween him and her mother. 

While we were at tea, Mr. Wor- 
thy came in. Here was a renewel of 
joy; Wilmotfaid, this fir, is Mrs« 
Revel. Give me leave, madam, to 
introduce a friend y but judge of my 
furprize on feeing -my nephew ftart 
back, and exclaim ^^ Aftonifbment ! 
why it is Lady Revel. For Hea- 
vens fake, my dear madam, how 
comes this miftake, and what has 
been the motive tooccafion fo great 
a change in a lady, who I formerly 

had 
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had the honour to know in a fplen- 
did fphereoflife?'* 

Lady Revel (as wc fhall now for 
the future call her reply ed "I muft 
firft. Sir, exprefs the happinefe I 
have at this time to fee you well, af- 
ter fo long an abfence *, it would 
be too tedious a talk for me at pre- 
ient to relate the various vicilfitudes 
of fortune that I have experienced 
lince the time you allude to, but I 
will, for the fatisfaftion of the com-r 
pany, give you my hiftory in writ- 
ing, when I have leifure to look 
over my papers. You^will there 
find, continued Ihe, the neceffi^ I 
ivas under, after the death of Sir 
John, to fhelter myfelf in retire- 
mem, flind give up all my acquaint 

tance. 
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tance. At the conclufion of thele 
ivords, her Ladyfhip could not con- 
ceal the tears that the remembrance 
of paft diftrefs then caufed to flow* 

Mifs Revel was leaning over the 
back of her mother's chair, with 
her face reclined on her hand, while 
we allfuffered very uneafy emotions, 
at the unexpected trafition from 
joy to grief. We tried, however, to 
give it as chearful a turn as poffi- 
ble, and' my nephew entreated her 
to think no more of tlie paft difa- 
greeable ibenes, but to look forward 
to more pleafing profpeds. 

Mr. Wilmot then interrupted 
him, and going up to her, ad- 
drefled her in a moft perfuafive flile 

of 
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of eloquence, then taking Ifmena 
by the hand, entreated an early day 
might be named for his nuptials, 
after which the happinefs of both, 
he aflured them, would be his pe« 
culiar care. 

This point, though fo condu- 
cive to the happinefs both of 
mother and daughter, could not 
be fettled without a few modeft ob- 
jections, and a good many hems 
and haws ; but however it is at laft 
fixed for this day week. They arc 
to be married by a fpecial licenfe, 
at Mifs Stanley's. The lawyers 
are fet to work, and all the atticles 
of drcfe preparing. 

Wilmot has prefcnted Mifs Re* 
Vol. II. F vcl 
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Vel with a eafket, the value oC 
which 1 dare fay, is immenfe, a^ 
there are many jewels of. different 
fhapes, fuch as ear-rings, ornaments 
for the hair, and a fet of diamond 
buttons, and both their pifturcs, 
elegantly fet round with brilliants. 
Lady Revel's is Ukewife to be 
added to the valuable colledfion, 
and the noble minded Wiimot has 
prefented her with notes to the 
amount of ten thoufand pounds. 
His generofity is unbounded, Mift 
Stanley and myfelf have both re- 
ceived^ proofs of it* 

He has given Harriot an oppon- 
tunity of rewarding bim in Ibmc 
meafure. You know (he is a mif- 
trefs of mufick, and he has pre- 
fented 
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fcftted her with a moft beautiful 
and fine-toned oigan, which, in the 
manner fhe touches it, really founds 
moft divinely, and to this gift he 
has added a valuable diamond 
buckle for her hat. To myfelf he 
has prefented a curious gold fnufF- 
box, with Mr. Worthy's pidure, 
fet in diamonds. 

You muft then, my dear Bell, 
lofe no time, but come, and be 
witnels to the happinefs of this 
Ihining pair, for fo I think, in 
every fenfe of the word, I may 
call them. You will then fee the 
promifcd hiftory of Lady Revel, 
who I hope has now gone through 
all her troubles. 



F 2 



May 
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May nothing now happen to re- 
tard, or difturb the felicity of all 
parties, is the fincere wi(h of. 



Dear Madam, 



Youi^s, &c. 



M. NfviL. 



LE T^ 



• 
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LETTER XXIII. 



Mrs. SoutbwelK to Lady Wilmot. 



'TTTELL, here I am, my dear 
^ ^ Lady Wilmot, * but juft ar- 
rived in time to be introduced bc-^ 
fore the ceremony, which was per- 
formed this day, at Mifs Stanley's^ 
at Bladon Hall. Lady Mary and 
myfelf came here together to 
breakfaft^ and Worthy and my good 
F 3 mafji 
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man, waited on the bridegroom 
foon after. He has of courfe put 
off his mourning, and appears in a 
very elegant fuit of light coloured 
cloaths, and as he fliould do upon 
fo happy an occafion, , looks better 
ihaii ever I faw him.- 

We were all aflemblcd in the 
breakfaft parlour, waiting for Mils 
Revel, when at laft Lady Revel 
came, and with rather an anxious 
kind of a fmile, told us that fhe 
could not prevail on her daughter 
to come down. Wilmot 6ew ai 
light as air, and we followed time 
enough to fee the happy Auguftus 
embrace his charming bride, and on 
his knees, blefs the day that was ta 
give her to him, 

Ido 
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I do noc know how long the 
foolery might have continued, if we 
had not reminded them that we Were 
almoil famifhed by waiting fo long 
for our breakfafl. So at laft we got 
her aitiong us, and never did I fdt 
fo delicate, a Hgure. She was dreffed 
in a white filk leve, with diamond 
buttons, and a fafti of pink farfener, 
very long and full, looped together 
in feveral places, with a clufter . of 
diamonds. Her head was dreficd 
becoming beyond defcription* Wc 
all looked at her as a moft beautiful 
objeft, but Wilmot*s eyes were 
rivetted to her conftantly; He was 
very near throwing a difh of choco- 
late over my new gown, which 
would have been a very inaUf^ncious 
circumftance. 

F 4 The 
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The clergyman foon made his: 
appearance, and we were beginning 
to place ourfelves in order, he being; 
ready to perform his office, when 
Ifmena cook it in her head to faint.< 
^* My goodnefs, murmured I, and 
gave Southwell a good jog of the 
elbow. ** One would think Bell, 
(faid he) the ihip was going to the 
bottom.'* The dear creature, how- 
every ^ was foon recovered, and after 
y a few tender encouraging fpeeches^ 
the aweful ceremony was fihiflied. 

The bridegroom then with rap- 
ture faluted his lovely bride, who 
beheld him with an angelic fmile. 
Lady Revel, with open arms, re- 
ceived them both -, but they would 
make it as ierious and affecting an 

aflfair 



SBDtfCTIdN. 105 

tffair as poflible, for Mrs. Wilmoc 
hung over her neck and wept, till 
Worthy and Southwell interrupted 
their ill-timed (brrow, and the latter 
made all chearful by a ludicrous ac* 
count of our wedding, where there 
was neither fobbing nor fighing. 

We then withdrew to the draw- 
ing-room, where there^ was an ele- 
gant eolation, and all forts of fruit, 
-which, while we were partaking of, 
we heard the melodious found of 
mufick, and looking over the lawn 
before the windows, fawall the vil- 
lage traia advancing ; the lads and 
lades drefled like fhepherds and 
Ihepherdcflfcs, with garlands in their 
hands, (ingtngandftrewing flowers, 
• the beU$ at the fame time ringing, 
F 5 every 



every thing now appeared ta give 
way to joy. 

Wilmot appeared among thena, 
and diftributed his gold, fending 
orders to the publick houfc,s to give 
liquors to all that canie thatday^ 
He was almoner and direftor of 
every thing himfelf,. wd nothing 
was wanting to the general fati»: 
faaiioa* 

The dinner coofift^ of every 
thing the feafon could prociifey or 
luxury invent. I forgot to tell you 
that it was' the Dean of ■> " ■ ■» ■ that 
officiated — but I dare fay Mr. Wil- 
mot thought of fon^ method fo 
compenfate hitn in the moft gene- 
lous fiuoocc for bis troublev Hth 

a moft 
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a moftjexcraordinaiy charming man 
of his years. He added to the happi^ 
iicfs of the whole company, by flay- 
ing 10 fpeiid tbedny.: 

, Mr. Wilmot has purchafed 3 capi- 
tal eftate ; it was the feat of the tote 
Edrl of P ■ " ■> - , not rbori ;han four 
miks froni^ this pface ^ tifcewife iht 
principal part of the furniture, which 
is nioderny and Jn the bigbeft t^e» 

He haa given Mrs. Wil'm4(iit i 
fcttlement of 3000I. a year. Wbit 
an immenfe fortune muft he have I 
but no one can become it, or de- 
ferve it more^ 

They pwrpofe being feon iti town^ 

and iBteodf payrng tfteir rcfped^ 

F 6 to 
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to your LadyOiip the firft place 
they go to# 

The bride is now, after another' 
buttle, retired to her apartment, 
where Wilmot I am fure has flowiw 
and as we are all to remain here 
to-night, Lady Revel has left us hci 
hiftory, (he having retired to reft. 

I Ihall not finally clofe this long 
epiftle, kill wt have read the hif- 
tory, which we are now going to 
begin, not being any ways diipofe4 
to fleep. 

P* S. As I am abfolutely de- 
ternaincd to fend oflf my letter by 

the 
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tht po{k as foon as poffiblc, I hare 
rifen the firft of any of the fa- 
mily, though I fcarcdy got any 
flcep the whole night, for Mr. 
Worthy djd not finiQi reading till ' 
day light appeared, and we could 
not part till we had heard the con- 
clufionofthe hiftory. Poor Lady 
Revel. 

I have permiflion to inclofe the 
hiftory for your pcrufal. It will be 
an amufement to your Ladyfhip, 
and you will find your own af« 
flidions but triBing, to what you 
will meet with there. 

As we fhall T)e in town before 
I can poflibly hear from you, it 

Dccd 
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need not be returiied till you fee» 
dear madam, your Ladyfhip's mdft 
obliged, and 



Humble Servantj^ 



Araulla South wj^L* 



LET- 
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T H t 



HISTORY 



a r 



LADY REVEL. 



T Was born it^ the iffaiid' of Ja* 
-*• maica ; my mother was a na- 
tive of that place, and a rich wi- 
dow, when my father, whofe name 
was Lifter^ raatried het.. He came 

frooK 



Ill SE DUCT row. 

from England, on being appointed 
governor of the above place, in 
which charadter he remained till 
his death, which was (even years 
after my birth. My mother fur- 
vived him only four years. ^ I was 
then heirefs to a fortune of thirty 
thoufand pounds. Two gentlemen 
of Jamaica, by my parent's will, 
had been appointed my guardians, 
and it was exprefsly ordered, that 
I (hould be icnt to England for 
education, but as I could not go 
without a convoy (it being war 
time) it was near a twelvemonth 
after my mother's death before I 
left Jamaica. I was then fent out 
with a decent widow gentlewoman, 
who had come from England, and 
had been a kind of goveroefs to 
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Tue for fomc years. A Mr. and 
Mrs. Mclvil were going to Eng- 
land in the fame (hip, I was there- 
fore entrufted to their care by Mr, 
Moreton, the chief executor, who 
defired I might be put fafe into the 
hands of Mr. Worthy, who was 
father to the gentleman I have fo 
unexpededly now had the happi* 
nefs to meet. We had been at fea 
about ten days, when the captain 
came, greatly agitated, and begged 
us to go down as low in the fhip as 
we could, informing us there was 
likely to be a war^n engagement^ 
and ordering the bag of letters to 
be inftantly thrown over-board. 1 he 
engagement lafted three hours; 
many men killed, a great number 
wounded, and the (hip much da- 
maged. 
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jliaged. On our being defired to, 
return to the cabbin, as our (hip 
had ftruck, wc found the place fill- 
ed with Frenchmen. It was a pri- 
vateer we were taken by, and had 
therefore not much civility to ex* 
pcft, Wc found them undoing 
the hampers of wine ; fo great was 
their eagernefs to tafte the liquors, 
that inftead of drawing the corks^ 
they cut the necks of the bottles off 
With their hangers. The keys of 
our trunks were next demanded, 
and I had * the mortification to fee 
^11 my finery taken away. .All 
the paflcngers fliared the fame fate, 
having nothing left but what was on 
our backs, nor were thofe clothes 
off for near three weeks, which 
was the time wc remained in thia 
uncomfortable 
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Uncomfortable ftatc, unacquainted 
with the language of the people 
that furroundcd us, and fcarccly 
finding rootn to walk acrofs the 
cabbin^ fo completely had they 
crouded it up with boxes and 
trunks* 

On our af rival at Bay onne (which 
borders pu Spain, being the laft 
town in France) we were informed^ 
that we were to go before the comr 
mandant. Our woeful appearance 
ibon drew a mob after us. I wa^ 
in a tumbled grey filk Hip, With 
dirty linen ; Mrs. Mcivil, and Mrs* 
Martin, my governed, in grcdfy 
filk gowns, and Mn Mclvii in a 
light- coloured coat, daubed with 
Spanifh faufF, thus we hobbled on^ 

with 
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with our blackguard retinue, whofe 
curiofity could not be pacified till 
they knew the iffac of the event, 
for we were the firft female prifo- 
ners that had been brought to that 
place. 

On arriving at the commandant's, 
our names were taken down, and 
orders given that I did not undcr- 
ftand, but however, we were to walk 
ftill farther, where they fignificd 
we were to remain. When wc 
came in fight of the place, which 
was a large building, wailed round, 
with a guard of foldiers before it, 
I was much alarmed, and afked 
Mr. Mclvil if I was to be confined 
in that prifon ? for fo it really was. 
Mr. Melvil faid, we muft all go 

there 
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therefor thcprefcnt. This anfwer 
threw me into the greateft agita- 
tion, and alfo roufed my little 
Weft-India fpirit. I threw myfelf 
on the ground, and with fcreams 
of terror, declared that I would not 
go in. They were then for taking 
me up by force, when, in the 
midft of the buftle, a gentleman 
was driving by in bis chariot. He 
alighted immediately, and came up 
to me; before he had time to fpeak, 
I fell at his feet, and begged his 
protedion. He afiured me, in Eng- 
lilh, and in the moft engaging 
terms^ that he would, at the fame 
time raifing me from the ground. 
He then addrefled himfelf to Mr. 
Melvil, who in few words in- 
formed him of pur fituation, after 

which 
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I which, taking, me by the hand, 

I ^ Will you, my fwcct young 

lady (faid he) rely on me, and 
juft go in for a fliort time only, I 
will then write to the comman* 
danc for your releafe, and take you 
and your friends wkh me. 

We then entered* thd gates, and 

the officer was defired to condu^ 

us to a genteel apartment, and to 

bring him pen, ink, and paper^ at 

the fame time giving orders for 

wine, coflfee, f^eetmeats and cakes, 

which was accordingly bropght 

with great refpeft.. While wc were 

partaking of this agreeable ^efircfl^- 

ment, the Count dc Shegada, who 

had finiflied his letter, conwrfcd 

with Mr. MelvU, who informed him 

of feveral particulars relating to me. 

An 
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An anfwer was very foon returned, 

with permiffion for the women to be 

•fet at liberty, and the genteeleft 

treatment thown to Mr. Melvil, 

the captain, and officers, with per-' 

niiflion for them to^goout in the 

day, but to, return by eight in the 

evening. They were very thankful 

for that indulgence, which they 

owed to the Count^s i .terceffion. 

That noblemnn being unmarried, 

thought it not fo proper for me fo 

repair to his houfe, -but offe ed to 

conduft me, and Mrs Marin to 

his fiftcr's, who, he faid, was. a lady 

of fafhion, and would be very happy 

to have me under her prott-tfion. 

Mrs. Melvir at firft oppofed my 

going, btif at length eonfcnted' td 

it. We then got into the carriage, 

and 
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and was foon at Madame Coute 
Langes*s, the Count's fiftcr. Wc 
were condu£ted into an apartment^ 
fpacious and elegant; the richneis 
of the furniture confirmed the 
owner to be a perfon of confe- 
quence. The Count had left us for 
a fhort interval, I fuppofc to pre- 
pare hi? fifter for our reception. 
He returned fmiling, and taking 
me by the hand» defired Mrs. Mar- 
tin to follow. We pafled into a 
drawing-room, where the lady was 
fitting. She advanced to me, when 
I was prefeiited to her, and received 
me in her arms with a kindnefs and 
civility that charmed me. She was 
about eight and twenty, tall, and 
exceeding comely. The Count ap- 
peared to be about thirty, tall and 

majeftic 
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majeftick in his deportment The 
room was illuminated with a num- 
ber of wax lights, which contributed 
ftill more to difcover ihe dirty ap- 
pearance we made. 

Mrs. Martin began to apolo- 
gize for our dreffcs, but was in- 
ftantly filenced.by affurances, that 
the next day every thing (hould be 
prepared for ' our accommodation 
that was convenient and genteel. 

Madame Coute Langes fpoke 
tolerable good Englifh, as well as 
her brother, I therefore laid afiae ail 
refcrve, and made them laugh fre- 
quently at the relation of my little 
adventures, and Mrs. Martin took 
Vol. 11. G care 
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care not to Icflen my dignity, by 
her manner of fpcaking of my fa- 
mily and fortune. I was then en* 
tercd into my thirteenth year, and 
of a very lively difpofition -, the 
women all thought me agreeable; 
the men charming. 

The hour of fupper being arrived, 
we feated ourfelves, and were ferv- 
ed with variety and elegance. Up- 
on the Count's leaving us, after 
that was over, he took Mrs. Mar- 
tin afide, and putting a purfe in 
her hand, faid, Mifs Lifter might 
have occafion for fom.e loofe mo- 
ney, to make ufe mf at pleafure. 
Such civility could not fail of being 
highly plcafing. We were after- 
wards 
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wards conduced to our apartment. 
I rofe early in the morning, to take 
from the windows a furvey of the 
garden, which, was extenfive, and 
laid out in a charming manner; 
every thing was delightful and en- 
chanting that I faw, befides hav- 
ing the charms of novelty to recom- 
tnend it. I was 'chattering and 
laughing with Mrs. Martin, when 
Madame Coutelange entered the 
room to enquire how we rcftcd. I 
told her it was impoflible to be 
otherwifc then well,, when there 
was every thing to charm thefenfes. 
She called me a fwect girl, and I 
withdrew with her to breakfaft j 
when I was agreeably furprifed to 
fee the tea equipage, as well as cho- 
G 2 colatc. 
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colate. " I know (faid fhe) tea is 
what the Englifli moftly like, and 
this I can recommend for being 
excellent." After having made a 
hearty meal, (he went out i-n her 
coach to diflferent (hops, and in a 
fliort time we were fitted out with 
different changes, from top to toe. 
In (hort, there was nothing want- 
ing to charm a young mind. I was 
continually engaged in company and 
amufements.The Counfand his (ifler 
made it their fludy to obh'ge me, 
and I began to wifh there was to be 
no other change. 

Thus three months pafTed im- 
perceptily. Mr. and Mrs. Mel- 
vil^called frequently; he repined 

ac 
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at the long ftay they had made, with- 
out an exchange of prifoncrs, and 
exprefled his uneafinefs on my ac- 
count, as he had undertaken the 
charge of me, and was in continual 
apprehenlions leaft I (hould be fe- 
duced, and drawn into a marriage 
with feme of the Frenchmen, as he 
called them. " As you are a fine 
girl (faid the old gentleman) and 
have fo large a fortune, is it any 
wonder that I (hould be alarmed, 
when they are hovering about you 
like fo many wafps." The Count 
coming while he was fp^aking, in- 
vited Mr. Melvil, and his lady to 
dine, faying his fifter and I were to 
be there, with fome other friends. 
They accepted the invitation, and 
G 3 wc 
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we accordingly all met, Mr. Mcl- 
vil was there firl^^^ on my entering 
the room, he fixed his eyes upon 
me, thinking I was too well dreffed : 
I was in a bloom-coloured filkrobe, 
fpotted with filver; my hair was 
ornamented with pearls and flowers. 
In fhort, the company thought me 
an enchanting little figure. At din- 
ner, which was fuperb, and becom- 
ing tho owner, the converfation 
turned on our fituation. Mr. Mel- 
vil expreffed his impatience to be 
in England, as his abfence would 
be prejudicial to liim. in a law-fuit» 
which was the bufinefs he was going 
over upon. The Marquis de Clere, 
and his daughter, about twenty 
years of age, were at table^ It waa 

(aid 
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faid a match was much wirtied for 
by the Marquis, between the Count 
and Mademoifelle de Clere, and I 
could riot help fancying but they 
looked on me with a jealous eye. 
The Marquis made Mr. M civil 
very happy, by aflfuring him, tha^, 
as he was to fet out the next day for 
Paris, he might depend on having 
his difcharge in the courfe of a few 
weeks. We all feemed happy ex* 
cepcing the Count and his fifter, 
who, as far as good manners would 
allow in the prefence of their vifi- 
tors, feemed fuddcnly dejefted. 

The next day the Count de She- 

gara, exprefled the deep regret 

which himfelf and and Madame 

G 4 Coutclangc 
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Coutelange would have in patting 
with nie fo foon, as he was well per- 
fuaded that the Marquis would 
foon obtain what he had promifed 
Mr. Melvil. With the moft un« 
feigned finccrity I thanked him for 
his fcrvices, and the many favours 
he and his fider had both loaded me 
with. Madame Coutelange pro- 
mifed to write to me, and when- 
ever a peace took place, affured 
me they meant fi% yifit England. 

Tlit^ Marquis was as good^ his 
word, for in ten days after, we had 
leave to depart. Cur next difficulty 
was how to get away, as there was 
no yeflcl juft then at Bayonnc. A 
Dutch (hip was the only one we 

could 
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could fail in, they then being at 
peace with England. To St. Sc- 
baftian then, was our only courfe. 
Mr. Melvil came and informed me 
he had fettled every thing with the 
Count, whofe behaviour had been 
uncommonly generous and polite» 
as he . could only prevail on him to 
take the cxpenfe of our clotheing, 
but would not hear him fpeak upon 
the fubjeft of paying for our board. 
So much generoficy called for my 
warmeft acknowledgements, which 
1 did not omit n^aking the next 
day, before my departure, when he 
then took a tender and afFeflionatc 
farewell of me. Madame Ceute- 
lange, on my taking leave of her, 
prefeAted me with a box, to keep 
G 5 uk 
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remembrance of her and the Count 5 
ic was pearl, inlaid with gold, within 
the lid was his and her pidlures, ele« 
gantly fet rmmd with diamonds* 
Though I accepted it, I affurcd her 
it wanted not that to remind me of 
fuch valuable friends, the remem* 
brance of whom could never be ef- 
faced from my memory. 

Thus we parted, and I got rnta 
the carriage that had been fent for 
me by Mr. MelviJ, We then pro- 
ceeded on our journey, which wa* 
no more than fifty miles,* that wc 
could travel in a carriage, the roads 
being narrow and rocky. After 
thati^e were fupplyed with mules^ 
the only method wc had of purfu-- 

ing 
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ing our journey to St. Sebaftian, 
\yhich was near two hundred miles 
diftant. The travelling was (\ow 
and tedious, three perfons riding on 
one mule ; we were placed in~ a 
pannier, which is fixed on each 
fide the poor beaft, and another 
kind of bafket in the middle. Mr, 
and Mrs. Melvil, with their guide, 
on one mule, and Mrs. Martin and 
niyfclf on another, with a third to 
carry our baggage. Thus we jogged 
on, frequently at a lofs to find ac- 
commodations at night. The only 
tolerable lodgings we got, were ^ 
the convents, the Fryars of which 
were fo obliging as to fpare us their 
beds, and one recomnjended us to 
another, for in that part^of Spain 
G & there 
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there are nothing but the pooreft 
hovels to be feen, and the country • 
wild and barren. Within a few 
miles of St. Sebaftian, wc were 
obliged to crofs a river ; the mules 
and all fof us were in a large flat- 
bottom boat, which was rowed by 
Spanifh women, firing mafculine 
looking people. Mrs. Melvil and 
Mrs. Martin were in the greateft 
terror from their feeming dangerous 
fituation : the boat was low, and 
fo very heavy laden, that the ap- 
pearance was very alarming, but 
my attention was taken up by look- 
ing at the Spanifli women-, they wore 
no caps, and had their hair combed 
ftraight back, and. tied behind in 
a long plat, which hung down be- 
low 
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low their waifts. After a tedious 
* time, we landed at Sr. Sebaftian, 
which is a large well-built town ;' 
provifions very reafonable. The 
houles are the fame as at' Bajonne^ 
built chiefly of ftone. The lower 
fort of people, that is to fay, the 
men, are lazy and idle,* but the wo« 
men work hard. It is ufual to fee 
the merf fauntering about, eating 
bread and large onions, while the 
women are fawing a piece of tim- 
^ ber, and doing other laborious buli- 
ncfs. 

During our ftay we had many in- 
vitations from the gentecleft fami- 
lies in the place, but our time would 
not admit of many vifits. One, 
bdeed, we made chiefly out of 

curiolity. 
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curiofity. It was at Don Pedro's, 
whofe daughter was the next day to 
take the veil, all friends and ac- 
quaintance were that day invited to 
fee her for the laft time. 

The Nun was about fifteen, 
dreflfcd in a very rich habit, with a 
number of jewels. She feemed the 
mod chearful of the company. On 
our taking leave, (he diftributed (as 
I found it was the cuftom to do) all 
her ornaments. 

She began with Mrs. Melvil, pre- 
fenting her a ring from off her 
finger, and the (ame to Mr. Melvil ; 
flie then, with a Heavenly fmile, 
prefented me her oofegay of moft 

beautUai 
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beautiful artificial flowers, which 
was tied with a* fmali diamond 
knott. Being ftrahgcrs, our vifit 
was not long. 

I Ihould have been happy could 
we have got pcrmiflion to have fcen 
the aweful ceremony, but that was a 
thing irnpolTible, we therefore took 
kavc of the company, and the little 
Saint,' who called forth all my 
pity. , 

After being about three weeks at 
St. Sebadian, we failed for England 
in a Dutch veffel, and in about ten 
days, having had a rough paflage,. 
we landed at Portfmouth, from 
whence we fct off ift.a poft coach 

and 
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and fix for London J on our arrival 
there, Mr. Melvil drove diredtly for 
Mr. Worthy's, in Great Ormond- 
ftreet. 

Mr. Worthy and his lady were 
both at home, and received me with 
the greateft policenefs and afFedtion^ 
exprcfling their furprize to Mr. 
Melvil on feeing me look fo much 
the woman ; that gentleman, faid 
he, was heartily glad he had at lad 
delivered me fafe into their hands, 
as he had been under continual fear 
that fome Frenchman or other would 
have run off with me. Ah (con- 
tinued he) even the Count alarmed 
me mere than any body; he was 
handfome and iafinuating^ and I 



|r 
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am much millaken if love did not 
bear the greatcft fway with him— 
did he hever, Mifs Lifter, fay any 
thing of chat fofc paflTion i 

** Upon my word, fir (anfwcred 
I) you (hould have aflced me that 
queftion when we were in a country 
of confeflions. But had the Count 
been as you fuppoied him^ I Ihould 
not have imputed it to the foft paflion 
which T know nothing of ; befides^ 
he was old enough to be my father." 

Thus it was carried ofF with a 
laugh aniongft us, and upon Mr. 
and Mrs. Melvil taking leave, Mr. 
Worthy gave them a general invita- 
tion to his houfe. 

I was 
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I was now in a new fcene of lifc^ 
every thing, after a few weeks were 
over, was prepared for my going to 
fchool, where I was to be as a par- 
lour boarder. Lady Goodville, who 
vifited Mrs. Worthy, recommended 
a fchool where fhe had been educa- 
ted. Her Ladylhip was very young, 
and had not been married to Lord 
Goodville above a twelvemonth, 
Ihe endeared herfelf to me from the 
firft moment, and love and friend- 
Ihip augmented till her deaths 

I fliall not be particular during 
the few years I was at fchoo! } I w^ 
perfedly happy there, as every in- 
dullgence was allowed that could be 
admitted. I frequently admired the 

fine 
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fine trinkets I bropght with mc from 
Bayonne, and the Count's box, with 
bis pifture often occafioned me to 
wonder I had not feen or heard from 
him and his (iller. 

I was now in my feventeenth 
year. Mr. Worthy had taken me 
ho ne, and expefted every day or- 
ders from Jamaica for my being 
fent over. I fpent moft of niy time 
with Lady Goodville, going fre- 
quently with her to diverfions. 

In coming out of the play one 
night, the fervants were out of 
hearing, which diftreflcd us a good 
deal, as we had not his L^rdfliip 
with ,us, upon our evident confur 

fioa 
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fion among the croud, a gentleman 
came up, and afked her Ladyfliip if 
he could be of any fervice ? She 
told him neither coach nor fervants 
could be found, He ran out im- 
mediately to make enquiry, and 
fliortly informed her, there had 
been an accident with the carriage, 
which they were fetting to rights, 
but as it might take fome time, 
advifcd us to get into chairs : they 
were then called, and Lady Good- 
villc's footman being come up, at- 
tended her, who I took leave of, 
ordering my chair to Ormond- 
ftreet. On my being fct down at 
the door, I was furprifed to fee the 
gentleman had walked by the fide. 
He handed me out, and, upon my 

thanking 
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thanking him for the trouble he had 
taken, he preiled my hand, and 
was juft going to fprak, when Mr. 
Worthy came into the hall, on which 
he took his leave. On my enter- 
ing the parlour, he introduced mc 
to his fon,,who had juft arrived from 
his travels : — It was the prefent 
Mr. Worthy, a very worthy man, 
but never much of a gallant, I 
therefore was always cafy in his 
company, and fometimes made 
him my confidant. 

« 

The next day I received a card 
From Lady Goodville, defiring I 
would dine there; I wept early. 
Her Ladylhip laughed, and told 
me. Sir John Revel, who had taken 

care 
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of US the night before, had becii 
there that morning. ** What you 
know him then, returned I ?" 
** Very well, (continued (he) he 
is anold acquaintance of my Lord's, 
but, my dear it feems he is dying 
for love of you, and has been mak- 
ing many enquiries about you ; I 
have, however, cnvited him to 
dinner.'* 

I thenv without knowing why, 
looked in the glafs, and wifhed I had 
put on fomething more becomiag. 
Her Ladyfhip rallied me about it, 
and faid though every body alk>wcd 
Sir John to be a very handfomc 
fellow, yet Ihe did not believe Mr. 
Worthy would approve of his ad- 

drefles, 
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dreffes, for he had no eftate, and 
was rather looked on as extrava- 
gant; but if you (boulc^ like him, 
added (he, I Ihould pleafe myfclf, 
as you have fortune enough. 

I fmiled at her, and faid I had 
not beftowcd a thought about him; 
that I was afraid my lot would be 
to be fent back again to the Weft- 
Indies. 

•* Oh, no! you pofitively muft 
not go there (returned (he) and away 
we went down flairs, where Sir John 
was waiting." He paid his compli- 
ments to her Ladyftiip, and then ex* 
preffed much happinefs at feeing 
me, hoping I had got no cold at the 
play. 

I anfwered 
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I anfwered him with timidity, as 
I was rather confufed at his ex- 
prcffive looks. Lord Grenvillc, 
and other company coming in, 
changed the difcourfe, but he took 
every opportunity he could to be 
near me, and what he did nrt fay, 
his eyes fpoke. In the evening Mr. 
Worthy, with his fon, called to. 
lake me home ; they had been on a 
vific in the neighbourhood. 

Young Worthy and Sir John footi 
foon became very gracious, as they 
had formerly been fchool-fellows ; 
but the old gentleman, I obferved, 
eyed Sir John very clofely, and as 
foon as we were got home, was very 
curious in his enquiries about the 

yourig 
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young Baronet, and at laft cried, 
" Yes, I remember the family, as 
poor as Job they were ; and this 
young fellow has outrun the little 
they had left." Then looking full 
at me, cried with fome emphefis, 
" An extravagant young dog." 

I made them no anfwer, but 
wiflied them both good night. On 
my being alone, I could not, how- 
ever, help thinking of Sir John ; 
that he was not difagreeable to me 
was certain -, to a fine perlon, was 
added that infinuating perfwafivc 
manner, that is fo taking to a girl— 
at lead it was fo to me. 

The next day the family were 
Vol. II. H en- 
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engaged to a party that I did not 
like, I therefore defircd to beex- 
cufed, as I wanted to finifli a piece 
of embroidery. 

In the evening I was drinking a 
folitary difh of tea, when the door 
opened, and Sir John Revel's name 
was announced, the tea cup almoft 
dropped from my hand. He enter- 
ed, and exprefled the higheft plea- 
fure at finding me alone. 

The tea things were then re- 
moved, and I began to talk on ge- 
neral fubjeds, and was going to aflc 
his opinion ofthe new opera. When 
taking my hand in his, and looking 
en me with inexpreffiblc foftncfs^ 

«.Oh, 
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^« Oh, Mifs Lilftr (faid he) pardon 
me — but I may not han* another 
opportunity like this, to declare my 
paflion. Ye^, moft charming of 
women, I adore you j vouchfafe 
then, not to make me wretched, by 
refufing the offer of my hand. Oa 
my knees I befeech you to confent 
to be mine/* 

I anfwered him with frankncfs, 
and faid if he could obtain Mr. 
Worthy's confent, there Ihould be 
no obftacle from me. 

The man was wild with joy, I 

thought he would have devoured 

my hands. I could but juft get rid 

of him before the family returned, 

H 2 and 
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and as I was afraifl they would fee 
fome conftjfion in my looks, I went 
to my own apartment. 

The day following, when Mr. 
Worthy came home to dinner, the 
frown on his brow foretold me what 
would follow. He began '^ Pray, 
Mifs Lifter, has Sir John Revel 
ever been to fee you at my houfe ?" 

As I always adhere to truth, I 
owned to him he had. 

«* Well, all that I have to fay, 
Mifs (returned he) is, Sir John has 
alked my confent to marry you, and 
I have refufed him." " Why, Sir?" 
,1 replied. «* Why? exclaimed he, 

becaufe 
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becaufe he is a beggar, and I could 
not anfwcr it to your guardians in 
Jamaica, who would not choofe 
your fortune to be thrown away on 
a( profligate.'' 

Having faid this, he turned fhort 
from me, and walked out of the 
room. ' 

Young Worthy, who had heard 
him, and feeing me look dejeded, 
faid he thought his father too fevere. 
If Sir John was rather extravagant, 
it was no more than what moft 
young fellows were ; that he had 
great good nature, and thought he 
would make any woman exceeding 
happy. 

H 3 Harry 
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Harry did not loofe in my opi- 
nion from this favourable fpeech of 
a perfon, who I thought was de- 
fer ving of my hand. 

The next day I went to Lady 
Goodville's, and Sir John was there 
foon after me. Her Lady (hip took 
an opportunity to leave us together, 
and Sir John poured forth his com- 
plaints at his unhappy fate» and with 
all the eloquence of an enraptured 
lover, propofed a clandeftine mar- 
riage, and was fure Lord and Lady 
Goodville would both join their 
endeavours. 

They entered the room while he 
was fpeaking, and was foon ac* 

quainted 
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quainted with the fubjecl of our con- • 
verfation. 

" Oh, by all means, my dear 
Mifs Lifter (faid his LordQiin) it is^ 
no more than what your friend did 
by me> and good old DoiSor Kdath 
fliall do the bufinefs to-morrow 
morning/* In fhort, they brought 
me to confent to be there the next 
day at breakfaft. 

Sir John was all gaiety and love ; 
nor did that peft of fociety, dulnels, 
intrude upon us that day. I return- 
ed home early that evening, every 
one feemed in perfeft good humour. 
Alas, they little thought it was t» 
be the iaft night that I was to be 
H 4 with 



152 SEDUCTION. 

with them. I went to bed, but 
without repofe •, I was agitated with 
llrange difquietudes, and felt fome- 
thing within my mind, to which 
I could not give a name, I rofe ear- 
ly, and having drefled myfelf as 
neat and elegantly as I could, I 
packed up my jewels, and fuch 
things as were of value, to be in 
readinefs when I fent for them. As 
the family were not yet come down, 
I ordered a chair, and left word I 
was gone out to breakfaft: The 
chair was fcarcely paft three doors, 
when I faw Sir John, who had 
been waiting at the bottom of the 
Street. Had anyone obferved us, 
and marked his countenance, we 
furely had been difcovercd, but wc 

got 
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got fafe to Lady Goodville's, where 
fhc and my Lord were waiting, 
brcakfaft; thac being over, we re»- 
paired to Dr, Heath's chappel'. 
May- Fair, and were there married. 

Lord Goodville propofed our 
finifliing the day fomewhcrc out 
of town, we therefore went to the 
Star and Garter, at Richmond, 
where the beft that could be pro- 
cured, was ordered for our enter- 
tainment. Sir John's looks breathed 
love, and transport ; every word 
and motion of mine feemed to en- 
chant him, . nor did the prefcncc of 
Lord and Lady Goodville reltraia 
his endearments. Yet could I not 
defend myfclf from black and 
H 5 gloomy 
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gloamy thoughts, that would crood 
on my imagination, and occafioa 
trembling and confufion. How- 
ever^ as I really loved Sir John, I 
fupprcffed, as much as poffible, 
every difagreeable emotion, and 
pidured to my mind future blifs 
and happinefs with the man who I 
had now made my hufband, and 
who it was my duty to pfcafe. 

We made it late before we re- 
turned to town, and as Sir Johff 
had only lodgings^ Lady Good- 
ville thought it better to remain 
with them till our houfe was^ 
jcady. 

Me; Worthy had fent after me* 
repeatedly^ 
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repeatedly, but the anfwer he re- 
ceived, was that I was not there. 
the day fallowing I wrote to him, 
as did Sir Jqhn, acquainting him 
gf our marriage, and defining xny 
clothes might be fent by the bearer. 
I had exprefled the pleafurc I fhould 
at all times have to fee him, and 
was vcFy impatient for the return. 
of the porter, who at laft came 
with the trunks, and a letter, which 
I opened with a degree of agitation 
not to be dcfcribed, and found I 
had not been miitaken in my con- 
jectures; it was written in a cold 
cutting ftile, lamenting my un^ 
happy lot, ^s he called it, and wilh- 
•ing he might not live to fee thofe 
misfortunes which he was too fure 
H 6 would 
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would follow from the rafli and 
hafty ftep I had taken. With re- 
gard to Lord and 1 ady Goodville, 
he was quite outrageous, taxing 
them with a breach of truft, and 
threw the whole blame on them. 
He defired Lady Goodville would 
never take the trouble to call, as the 
family would never be at home. 

My Lord and Lady took it in 
good part, and allowed there was 
great reafon for his refentment. 

Sir John then fcnt letters over 
to Jamaica, demanding my for- 
tune. A capital houfe in Grofvenor- 
Squarewas taken ; plate, carriages, 
and fcrvants, were all befpoke. Sir 

John 
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John prcfented me with an elegant 
fet of jewels, and the richcft clothes 
were made .for my appearance •, his 
chief wi(h was to fee me fhine and 
figure away in life. 

As foon as we were fettled, our 
doors were crouded with vifirors. 
Lady Lumley was juft arrived from 
Italy, Ihe was a Weft-Indian, and 
a diftant relation of my mother's; 
her manners were gentle and en- 
gaging. The former part of her 
life had been a fcene of forrows ; 
the ill ufage Ihe had received from 
her unworthy Lord, obliged her 
to quit him, and, Jn order to pur- 
chafe that liberty, had configned 
over to him a good part of her 

cftatc. 
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cftatc, not content with which, be* 
ing guilty of every excefs, he at- 
tempted by violence to extort from 
her an augmentation of his allow-^ 
ance, and had infallibly forced her 
to it, if her friends had not ftood= 
forth in her defenfe, which fo in- 
cenfed him, that he had recourfe to 
the moft infamous calumnies, that 
could affeft her reputation, but, 
Satisfied with her own innocence,, 
fhe de&ed his flander, and difpifed 
all thofe who were weak enough ta 
give any credit to fuch infamous 
reports. 

I was introduced to court by her 
Ladyfllip, and had the honour ta 
kiis the king's hand : it was a full 

drawingr 
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room; the confufion and agitation 
I was in was vifible, as I could bear 
from every mouth — " She is very 
pretty, but how flie blufties.*' 

Sir John was always near me^ 
and feemed not a little pleafed at 
the compliments that were paid 
me. 

The Duke of *'^** came up^ 
and faid he was a happy man. He 
anfwered he certainly was fo. His 
Grace then applying himfclf to me,, 
faid •* Lady ReveJ, you have a 
great deal to anfwer for."" I afked 
why ? " For depriving every man 
of his reafon (he faid) I in particu- 
lar have loft mine, with my heart.**^ 

Thus 
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Thus was he running on, when Sir 
John (who had been fpeaking to 
fome gentlemen) came and informed 
me Lady Lumley was going away, 
I therefore accompanyed her. 

At our return home, juft as we 
were feating ourfelves at dinner, 
young Worthy came in. *' What 
not dined yet (faid he) it is near fix 
o'clock ?'* I told him it was rather 
later than our ufual hour, but hop- 
ed he would fit down with us, 
which he. did, but having dined, 
eat only a little of the defert. 

We were exceedingly happy to 
fee him, but I found it was un- 
known to his father, as he ftill 

retained 
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retained his rcfentmencs againfl Sir 
John. 

I do not know ivhat might be 
young Wotthy'sfentiments, but he 
fcemcd' to look about him with a 
kind of wonder. Our houfc was 
furnifhed fuperbly, a great number 
of fervants, and the table fpread 
luxuriantly, myfclf at the head of 
It, in a coftly fuit of clothes,- and 
fparkling with diamonds. All this, 
to a mind like his, difcreet, and 
not led away by folly and fafhion, 
was fufficient to give birth to variety 
of refleftions. He well knew Sir 
John's fortune was gone, and mine, 
though a good one, not adequate 
to our very cxpenfivc mode of 

living s 
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living. He looked at me and 
fighed 

Sir John tdd him he was low 
fpiritcd, and pufhed the champaign 
about more brifkly. 

Lord and Lady Goodville came 
in: that Lady's prcfence was 
always furc to give life to the . 
compan;^; therefore though fhc 
found us rather flat, her fprightli- 
nefs had its ufual effcdt, and raifed 
our fpirits. 

The n^xt morning I was informed 
a perfon defircd to fpeak to me, but 
as fhe feemed of no great confe- 
quence, they did not know whether 
I Was at home. 
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On my fending down for her 
name, I was furprifed to find it was 
Mrs. Melvil that the fervant had 
fufFered ta remain in the Hall. I 
apologized to her for my fervant'^s 
negled, and conduced her into my 
dreffing-roomi and enquired after 
Mr« Melvilf and her prefent fitua'* 
tion. 

She anfwered in a grave accent^ 
that Mr. Melvil was well, and had 
gained his law fuit, they therefore 
ihould return as foon as pofTible. She 
then hoped I was happy. If pomp 
and Ihow can make you fo, Lady 
Revel, you certainly are ; but I am 
afraid, my dear, it will^iot iaft. I 
have known you long, Lady Revel, 

yovi 
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you will therefore, I hope, cxcufe 
me for fpeaking my fentiments; it is 
the part of a friend, and it is thofe 
only that will not difguife their 
thoughts. I cannot tell whether you 
know it, but Sir Johrt was greatjy 
in debt, and by his having already 
called over half your fortune, what 
are you to do when the remainder is 
diflipated, which it mud be foon, in 
the way you go on. 

She concluded with a melancholy 
air, and I expreffed my thanks for 
the friendly concern (he (hewed for 
my welfare, telling her it was now 
too late to recall what was paftj 
that I felt the full force of what flie 
had faid, and (hould take an oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity to talk to Sir John, who, 
though he certainly was diffipated, 
did not want good fenfe, or good 
nature. Thus we parted in great 
friendfhip, and I promifed to fee her 
foon. 

At dinner Sir John perceived I 
looked grave, and in a kind manner, 
enquired the caufe. As there was a 
gentleman at table, T turned it off to 
a flight head-ach. His tender 
anxiety made me forget what was 
difagreeable, and I foon refumed 
my fmiles. But in his abfence, my 
refledtions grew more fcrious. I faw 
with horror, my future ruin ; and 
what added to the poignancy of my 
grief, I wa5 near my time. The 

afflifting 
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affliding thought of bringing a 
helplefs innocent into the world, 
unprovided for hereafter, by my 
too precipitate marriage, in not 
having any part of my fortune fe- 
cured, called forth all my refolution, 
and I was determined to know from 
Sir John, the true ftat« of his af- 
fairs, and to ufc my endeavours to 
perfuade him to leflen his-expences 
before it was really too late. My 
real difpofition, I found, was more 
formed for a retired life, and to enjoy 
the fociety of true merit, and the 
efteem of a virtuous mind ; for vir* 
tue is not fterile. I have found my 
greateft happinefs flow from this 
rich fource, and never failed to give 
thanks to Heaven for the adva^itages 

I haVc 
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I haveVbund to fpiing from an eafy 
confcience, and contented mind. 

I had been determined, on the 
return home of Sir John, todifclofe 
my Tentiments to htm, but was 
jprevented by the entrance of Lady 
Goodville, who would take no re» 
fufal from accompanying her to 
Ranelagh. 

We went in the evening— after 
taking a few turns, the Duke of 
■ ■ '■ entered. He foon joined us, 
though much againft my incHnation, 
but good manners obliged me to be 
civil. ^ There were many there that 
would have been better pleafed with 
the diftinguiihed honour he fhewed 

me. 
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mc, for his attention, I thought, 
was rather too particular. On the 

entrance of Lady D , he joined 

her party. The world did notfcruple 
to fpeak very freely of her Ladyfhip 
and the Duke, but that was nothing 
to me. I endeavoured to pafs the 
evening as well as I could, among 
the company I knew, as a means of 
difpelling the difquietude of my 
mind. As we were going out of Ra- 
nelagh, the train of my gown was 
trod on, which occafioned me to 
lookback. The'gentleman bowed by 
by way of apology, then fpeaking 
to a lady who had hold of his arm, 
I heard the words '»♦ very like Mifs 
" Lifter." I recolleifted the voice, 
and looking again, perceived it was 
my old friends the Count and his 

fiftcr. 
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lifter. It is impolTible to defcribc 
their tranfports, upon my making 
myfelf known to them, for I was 
too much altered for them to be 
certain it was me ; but they had un* 
dcrgonc very liide alteration. After 
the- firft compliments were paft, I 
introduced them ta Lady Good- 
ville, and we ail fat down in the 
paflfage till our coach was drawn up. 
1 found they had wrote to me re- 
peatedly, and attributed my not 
having the letter to Mr. Worthy, 
who I concluded had detained it. 
With theutmoft pleafure andfince- 
rity, I offered them every fervice I 
could render, and intreared the fa- 
vour of their company to dinner the 
next day, that I might have the 
pleafure of introducing them to Sir 
John. The Count liftened eagerly 
Vol. II. I to 
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to what I faid, and replied that he 
fhould be happy to fee the gendc- 
man I had honoured wich my 
choice. The coach was now leady^ 
and he handed us in. Lady Good^ 
ville I put down at her own door, 
and on my return home, I found 
Sir John had been in a few minutes. 
He feemed a good deal in liquor, 
and a litile out of humour ^ I there- 
fore retired to my apartment, faying 
vcrry little to him. The next day I 
informed him of the company T cx- 
pefted. He anfwered that I could 
entertain them without him, for he 
fhould be ' obliged to go out ; add- 
ing, thofe curled Weft-India bills 
are not arrived, and I iball not be 
able to pay a debt which I con- 
traded laft night at play. I 
enquired how much he cxpc^T 

cd? 
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cd ? You have had large remittances 
from Jamaica, . Sir John, faid I, 
liow then can you be diftreffcd ? 
He Qfiade an equivocal anfwer, and 
fceitied defirous to drop the fubjeft, 
promifing, if poffiblc, to fettle the 
matter, that he might return to 
dine with my particular friends. 
Though I could not approve of Sir 
John's conduft, I forebore to fay 
any more to him at that time, and 
gave Orders to have the table fur- 
nilhed becoming the reception of 
the Count and his filler, and though 
I felt myfelf very unwell in body, 
as well V as in mind, I was deter* 
mined to difguife my thoughts, and 
to appear happy and chearful while 
they were with me. When they came, 
Madame Courtelange met me with 
open arms, and the compliments 
I 2 • they 
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they both pai'd me, were thofe of 
perfons, who, to a pcrfedt know- 
ledge of the world, had joined the 
amiable principles which rcfult from 
tendernefs and goodnefs of Jicart. I 
returned hcrembrace with ardour — fo 
ftrongly at that mpment was I fenfi- 
ble to the impreffion of friendfliip, 
that I thought it fcarcely cquelled by 
the gentle and tcniler paflSon of love. 
Every thing that truth and fince- 
rity could diftate, was employed to 
convince them that I (hould have 
the moft perfect fatisfaftion at all 
times, in being ufeful to them, and 
obliging them. In fine, their con- 
ve;fation was fo perfedlly agreeable 
and fimilar to my own fentiments, 
that if feme difquicting thoughts 
h^d not intruded, I (hould have 
been incxprcflibie happy. The hour 

of 
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of dinner being arrived, we were 
fcating ourfclves, when Sir John 
entered, I introduced him to my 
friends, and they became almoft 
inftantiy facetious and agreeable to- 
gether. The Count had an abfence 
at times in his manner, which Sir 
John raillied him upon. You have 
certainly loft your heart, Monfieur 
le Comte (faid he) I hope you have 
not experienced any cruelty from the 
Englifti ladies.'' " Oh no (I re- 
plied) if I am not miftaken, the 
Count has left his heart abroad. 
What fay you, Monfieur — has not 
Mademoifelle le Clere, got pofTcffion 
of it ? though it is fome time paft^ 
yet I can remember by that young 
lady's partiality, that you had no 
reafon to complain." " Indeed (faid 
he, with a faint fmile) your Lady- 
I 3 Ihip 
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ihip is too hard upon me, and I 
muft undeceive you with regard to 
the lady you fpeak of, as I never 
felc an uneafy thought about her, or 
looked on her* in any other way 
than what good manners and com- 
mon civility exa&cd. The Eng- 
li(h ladies are undoubtedly. amiable^ 
and no man can look on them witH- 
out admiration ( but I affure you^ 
Sir John,'! have no heart to loofct 
it played the truant fome years ago, 
nor have I ever wilhed to r ecaL it, as 
a fweet habitude of mind, at the, re- 
membrance of my difappointment> 
is now rather pleafing than ocherwife. 
Sir John fmiled at his fentimen- 
tal refined notions, and drank bet- 
ter fuctefs to bim. Thus pafled the 
day in chearfulnefs, and parting 
with thcfc charming friends. I pro- 

mifcdi 
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mifed to fee them foon, but cquld 
fix no time, the fituation I was in 
would not admit of it, >ir Jt)hn 
went out of town for a (hort time 
^ithfoi^cof his companions, during 
which interval, I brought into the . 
world my daughter. Sir John 
polled to town as foon as he was m- 
formed of it 5 his affcftion for me 
always predominated, but cxtrava^ 
gancc and cxccfs dcftroycd that fc- 
licity which otherwife might have 
been of long duration. Some time, 
however, paffed on in the fame 
round of pleafure, but not without 
frequent converfations on the ftaie 
of our affairs ; with tears I often 
bcfought him to retire in time, as I 
faw nothing but ruin before us. 
The world, I thought, was fcnfi- 
blc of the wreck of our fortune, as 
1 4 the 



fS SEDUCTION. 

the Duke of •***, and others, hadof- 
tcn called, but orders had been given 
to be denyed. Indeed there was 
another motive which prevented me 
from receiving the Duke's vifits, 
he thought the greatnefs of his cha- 
rafter authorifed him to offer an in* 
fu!t to virtue, which in my opinion 
ought not to be pairdoned^. and flic 
who overlooks it (though may be it 
may arife Vrom the bcft principle), 
gives room to fufpeft that in time 
it may become eafy. There is a ne- 
ceflary pride, befitting our fex, 
which every woman ought to call 
vp, upon the approach of any 
indignity offered to her perfon. 
T hings were now becoming more 
9nd more embarraffjng; whenever 
I applyed to Sir John for money, 
there was fome excufe or other, till 

^ at 
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at length I reprefented, that the ex- 
pences of the houfc could not be 
any longer fupporced, and he muft 
allow me to look out for a fm^Ucr 
refidence, and 10 difpofe of thofc 
things that were fuperfluous^ and 
likewifc to difcharge fonie of the 
iervants* He had nothing to oppofe 
to this, I therefore employed Mr. 
Tradewcl, a very worthy man, who 
I had been long acquainted with, 
from having tranfadted moft of t-he 
Weft-India bufinefs. He found us 
cut a fmall houfe at Weftminfter^ 
where we removed, but the conflift 
Sir John had to reconcile himfelf to 
his new fituaiion, almoft over-r 
powered him; he was frequently 
from home, and generally returned 
in liquor. I feldom went out, for 
it only occaGoned me to return with 
I '5 greater 
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greater difquietiwje. The diflfc*- 
rent reception I met with in many 
places proved to me» that as my 
fortune was kflened, my confer 
quence was abated. J therefore made 
myfelf as happjE as I could at home 
with my little' girl. Ifmena was all 
my delight* I pleafed myfelf to 
behold what I thought her promif- 
ing vertuesy and endeavoured to 
cultivate and improve in her young 
mind fuch principles as virtue and 
honour might approve, and at the 
fame time fafhion her manners as 
might become the polite world* 
Thus employed, I fcarce regretted 
the lofs of thofe vain flattefing ple»- 
fures 1 had been led to purfue* 
The Count and his fifter were fooa 
to leave England; I fometimes.wejic 
to fee her:^ and had my mind been 

at 



9C eafe, there could have been no 
thing wanting to beftov^ the higheft 
frtcafurcs in thofe vifits. Their en- 
tcrtainnaents were elegant, and every 
thing becoming their foriane. In 
their company there was always frefh 
entertainment. Ic was with conceit 
they perceived an air of melancholy 
in me, and often would prefs me to 
difclofe the caufe. The Count, one 
day, with a languor that ovcrfpread 
his whole countenance, faid, " Wfli 
you forgive me, madam, for what 
I am about to % ? Pardon me,, 
Lady Revel, but you fcem unhappy^ 
the theiight aflaids me, for from 
the firft moment I beheld you at 
Bayonne, 1 thocght myfelf happy 
in having it in my power to- ferve 
you. Your innocence and amiable 
diipoEtioA charnfied me^ you wa& 
I 6 then 
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then vcrjr young, but formed to 
give happinefs to every one that faw 
you. I was not proof againft your 
attraflions, and frequently furprifed 
myfelf gazing at you, which threw 
me into confufion. Your youth and 
lituation, circumftanced as things 
were, forbid my encouraging any 
promifing hopes, and at your de- 
parture I fell into a ftupid kind of 
languor. On a peace being formed 
between the two nations, my Gfter 
confented tp accompany me to Eng- 
land, in hopes once more of feeing 
the amiable Mifs Lifter, as I had 
npt heard you was married, nor 
could I learn any tidings of you, till 
wemetatRaneIagh« What then was 
.my chagrin to find you married. No 
poifon could operate more power* 
fully on my feelings i it is too diffi- 
cult 
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cult a talk to difguife the heart, or 
reftrain the looks, therefore, after 
this confeflion, Madam, 1 (hall take 
my leave*'-r— Then taking my hand, 
and preffing it to his lips, he cried 
" farewell/* and precipitately left 
the room. Nothing could equal my 
aftonilhment. A declaration of love 
from the Count, a man at leaft fif- 
teen years older than myfelf, one 
who I h^d confidered as a brother, 
and had the fame regard to his ci- 
vilities and fervices, inviting him to 
my efteem — a confeffion like this, 
had I heard it fooner, would have 
obliged me to have declined the 
company of his fifter, and to have 
^altered my behaviour to him. How- 
ever, this was now unneceflary, af- 
ter a very (hort time they, quitted 
the kingdom. For a long time a 

cor- 
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correfpondence paffed between Ms^- 
dam Courtelangtr and mvfclf» The 
laft letter I received from her in- 
formed me of the Count^s death, and 
of a legacy of ten thou^md crowns^ 
that he begged me to accept* Mo/r- 
fieur Bouval» a merchant In the city, 
had orders to pay it on demand, but 
I mad: confefs, though money wa» 
very acceptable to me, ytt I heard 
the news of his death wkh infinite 
concern, and the token of his re* 
xnembrance was an extraordinary 
furprifc. In fpite of all my foi* 
titude, I had new and worfe trials 
in (lore for me : Sir John had went 
out early in the morning, I had wait* 
ed pad the hour of dinner for his^ 
return, I ady Lumley was with mcr 
and hearing a rap at the door, I con- 
cluded it was hini» I was inimediN^ 

ately 



ately undeceived ; by the enterance 
of Lord Goodville, he had on his 
countenance evident marks of con- 
cern } taking a cbair« he fet down 
without faying a word. I alked him 
ieveral queftion^ in a breath, to - 
which he made no anfwer, but rif* 
ingfrom his (eat, and advancing to , 
me, he defined, in a low voice, to 
fpeak to me in another room. I 
complyi^d to his alarming requeft, 
and being leated, he in as tender a 
manner as poSible, informed me 
that Sir John was in a fpunging* 
Koufe, having been arpefted for aeon- 
fiderable fum. •* Heavens ! (conti- 
nued he) how has he contrived to run 
out fo noble a fortune as yours ^^ I 
DOW» Madam, lament that I ever 
had a hand in your ruin. I did not 
think Sir John's affairs had been 

defperate 
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defpcrate, when he married you, or 
I ihould certainly have difluaded 
you from the match, inftead of be- 
ing the means ot rendering you fo 
truly unfortunate/ As to Sir John 
(continXied he) though he wiftics to 
fee you, he dares not even hope 
that you will look upon a man who 
has ruined your torcune.** I had fet 
immoveable while his Lordfhip 
ipoke*, a thoufand remembrances 
and reQeAions croiided upon my 
mind*, I was all confufion; a kind 
of ftupor feized my faculties for 
fome minutes. At laft I was roufed, 
by his Lordfliip*safking if I had an^y 
melTage to fend to Sir John. " I will 
fee him (cried I;. Yes, my Lord, 
tell hrm I forgive all that is paft.** 
In my hurry, I had forgot that 
Lady Lumley was waitings and had 

not 
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not dined. I was for fctting off in- 
ftaiuly, had not his Lofdlhip re- 
minded me of the circumftance, and 
affured me that an hour or two would 
make no difference. I therefore re- 
turned to LadyLumley, but the dif- 
order of my looks alarmed her. She 
was a very good woman, and a re- 
lation ; I difclofed to her my unhappy 
fituation. She heard me with a fixed 
attention, but without furprize. It 
is now too late, returned ihe, to look 
back, reflexion is ufelefs, when the 
misfortune overtakes us j I affure 
you it is no more than what 1 have 
long apprehended ; but however, let 
us dine, and I will Accompany you to 
the place where the thoiighilefs, un- 
happy man is confined, and fee what 
is to be done. Dinner being over, we 
fet out in her Ladylbip's coach, but 

Lord 
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Lord Goodville advifed us to gcC 
out, and ftep into a hack, which con- 
duced us to the door. Lady Lum- 
Icy advifed me to fpcak to Sir John 
alone firft. I left her and Lord 
Goodville together, and was intro- 
duced to Sir John, who was re* 
dining his head on the table. On 
feeing me he looked confufed, but 
foon recovered, on my running with 
open arms to meet him. He embraced 
me, and even (bed tears, reproach- 
ing himfelf (as he was pleafed to fay) 
for having ruined fo much excel- 
lence. He was going on, when the 
entrance of Lord Goodville and 
Lady Lumley interrupted him. 
** Come, Sir John (faifdLord Good- 
ville) let us go and finifli the evening 
at your houfe. You are no longer 
under confinement, Lady I-umlcy 

and 
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' and myfelf have fettled the matter. 
I was fo tranfported at what I heard, 
that I ran and embraced them. 
Never did I feel fcnfible of more 
fatisfadlion, than I did at that mo- 
rpent. The goodncfs of thofe amiable 
perfons appeared like the work of 
Heaven, and I returned my humble 
thanks to the giver of all goodnefs, 
for making them the indrument of 
my hufband's deliverance. Gratefu) 
to our friends, and plealed, wiih our 
good fortune, we got home, and 
paflfed a comfortable evening. Sir 
John fecmed difconfolate, but I was 
in hope$ to fee him wear a more 
cbearful afpeft, when the recollec- 
tion of fo difagreeable an event was 
not fo recent in his thoughts. In 
this, however, I was deceived. Every 
day brought oh cncreafing difcjuie^ 

tudCjk 
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tude, and if the malady of his mind 
was at laft relieved, it was by the 
diforder of his body, for he fell into 
a ftupid letharglck (late, that when 
he was fpoke to, he feemed inatten- 
tive, or infenfible to what was faidr 
Small bills were continually conning 
in for payment ; it was in vain to 
apply to Sir John ; my jewels, and 
the remainder of my plate, there- 
fore, went ' by degrees. I had only 
two fervants remaining, they were 
faithful. My carriage was fold, and 
every thing wore the face of poverty 
and wretchednefs. Lady Lumley 
and Lord Goodvillc were my Qiily 
confolation, but Sii John grew more 
miferablc-, all the efforts I could 
make to reconcile him to hi? reduc- 
ed firuation, were without efFeft. 
His looks gave me dreadful and 

black 
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black prefages of what was to fol- 
low. Alas ! it was a day, the re- 
membrance of which I (hall ever 
think of wich horror. A piftol end- 
ed that life, which his own impru- 
dence had made unhappy. This 
dreadful event deprived me of rca- 
fon for fome months, during which 
interval Lord and Lady Goodville 
omitted nothing to reftore me to 
peace and tranquillity. As foon as I 
could refledf, diftrafting thoughts 
tormented my mind. What a (hprt* 
lived happinefs was mine ! What 
' advantages had I made from youth, 
birth, and fortune ! What difquie- 
tude does what they call the plea- 
fures of life bring. It can afford 
me no one pleafing thought to look 
back. All his dreadful and amazing. 
Thus defponding, with thcfe and 

other 
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Other melancholy cxpreflions, I was 
a long time before I received any 
comfort. At length my friends re- 
monftrated, that befides the injury 
I did my own health, I was guilty 
of injuftice to my daughter, which 
thought roufed me, and Heaven 
granted meftrength and refolution 
to overcome my trial. 1 had now 
heard from Jamaica, and found 
there remained about three thou- 
fand pounds, which was fufficient 
f6r the neccffaries of life. I ftaid a 
few months with Lady Goodvillc, 
during which interval I had defired 
Mr. Tradcwell to look out for a 
fmall retirement within twenty 
miles of London, fignifying my 
plan of fuiting my appearance to my 
reduced circumftances, by being 
called Mrs. Revel, which I thought 

better 
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better adapted to an humble cot- 
tage, where 1 (hould live unobferv- 
€d, and with . greater propriety, 
than in my own charadten Mat* 
ter^ being thus adjufted, t was 
lucky enough to meet with my 
prefent little retreat. The retired 
fituation pleated me ; it fuited my 
dejeded mind, till by degrees the 
violence of my forrow abated. 
Lord Goodville and his Lady, as 
well as my friend I umley, loaded 
me with encomiums, fuch as I 
thinic 1 aid*not delerve, for follow- 
ing only the didates of prudence, 
and my own inclination. For fome 
time I was happy in their friendfliip, 
till death Ittt me inconfoleable for 
their I0I3. Their proieftion I had 
flattered mylclf, would have been 
fervxceable to my daughter, who 

was 
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was then got paft childhood, and 
Ihewed every amiable quality fit to 
adorn that polite circle to which it 
was out of , my power to introduce 
her. It is upon her account alone 
that I regret the lofs of fortune ; as 
to myfelf, it was of no advantage 
to me when I had it, but proved 
only a fource of evils, and in the 
end, produced a thorough contempt 
of the world. In this retired fpot 
I have lived thefe ten years paft. 
My hopes being entirely blafted, I 
am like dead to the world, and, 
without fearchinginto future events, 
I am in all things religned to the 
will of Heaven. 

FINIS. 
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